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It is not necessary to justify the fitting celebration of a 
Congregational Centenary. The continuity and identity 
which form so striking, interesting, and instructiye features 
in the history of the Church of Christ, as a whole, are 
equally characteristic of each individual portion of which 
it is composed. Howeyer small and apparently uninfluen- 
tial a congregation may have been — ^however devoid of 
stirring events, or important incidents, — its history must 
have been to very many, in the course of a hundred years, 
the centre of holy influences, earnest work, and hallowed 
associations. There must, therefore, be many among its 
present members, as well as among the descendants of its 
former members, to whom the details of its rise and pro- 
gress, of its early struggles, and outward circumstances, 
especially if accompanied with a few glimpses of its 
spiritual life and useful work, cannot fail to be deeply 
interesting. A congregation is a family on a large scale, 
with family interests and sympathies : andii it b^^^^lss^- 



S" 



L 



IV. 

able to look into the history of our ancestors with satis- 
faction, and even sometimes with pride, it must also be 
pleasing and profitable to know something of the history 
of the congregation to which we or our fathers have 
belonged. 

I often urged my late esteemed cQUeague,, Mr M^Nab, 
to undertake the task of gathering together the scattered 
fragments of our congregatio^al history. His ministry 
commenced only about 30 years after the settlement of 
the first minister, and extended over the long period of 51 
years. He, therefore, possessed peculiar advantages for 
such a task, arising both from what he had heaard, and 
from what he knew of the congregaticmal history. But it 
was not done. It has, therefore, devolved on n^e to attempt, 
with such means as are at my disposal^ however imperfectly, 
to meet the requirements which the Centenary has brought 
about. I have heartily undertaken the duty, and bestowed 
considerable care upon it — with what measure of success 
must be left to the kind indulgence of the friends of the 
congregation to say. A MS. written by the latei Dr /as. 
M^Alister, bearing date 16th July, 1836, and entitled "A 
Short Historical Account of the Associate Congregation o{ 
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V. 

Rothesay, from its origin to the settlement in 1815," has 
come into mj hands, from which I have gleaned some 
important facts, though I have not always been able to 
concnr with its representations. The Bev. Dr Qeorge 
Jeffirey of Qlasgow, has kindly allowed me access to the 
minutes of the Qlasgow Associate Presbytery, and has 
given me some valuable hints in prosecuting my researches. 
The Rev. Mr Hewison of the Established Churcl) here, has 
kindly given me access to several documents and records, 
which have been useful to me. Many friends, both in and 
out of the congregation, have favoured me with their per- 
sonal reminiscences, and with traditions they had received 
from the early founders of the Church, to all of whom I 
gratefully acknowledge my obligations. These statements 
I have endeavoured to weave into my narrative, which I 
now present to the congregation and the general public, in 
the hope that it may supply a felt want, showing how much 
the community have been indebted to this congregation in 
the past, and so that the congregation may be stimulated 
to be followers of those who, through " faith and patience, 
are now inheriting the promises.'' 
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12 HISTORICi.L SKETCH. 

Mearns, Paisley, Beith, Hamilton, Kilmaurs, Kilwinning, Strath- 
aven, Kilmarnock, Greenock, Rothesay, and other places. It is 
vain to describe such men as mere bigots or sectaries, or as' 
acting otherwise than from the most conscientious motives. 
Though for the most part they enjoyed but small emoluments, 
and had no allowance for travelling expenses, yet they did 
the work of the Church in the most faithful and self-denying 
manner. With these explanations, I quote the minute : — 
"At Glasgow, Oct. 3rd, 1764— Mr William Oliver, moderator 
/. /. Mr Thomson intimate to the Presbytery that he had 
fufilled the appointment to Bute. The llev. Mr Alice also 
signified that with the advice of some of his brethren, he had 
preached one Sabbath at Rothesay in Bute, and at the same 
time gave in a verbal petition in name of sundry people in that 
Island for more supply. Appointed Mr Andrew Mitchell to 
preach at Bute, Oct., Sabbaths 2nd and 3rd." This Mr Mit- 
chell was afterwards ordained in 1765, in Mitchell Street, Beith, 
where he laboured for more than 46 years. He was the father 
of the Rev. Dr John Mitchell, of Anderston, Glasgow, who was 
chosen one of the Professors of the Church, and was for many 
years a warm friend of this congregation, and of its minister, 
Mr M*Nab — a friendship which was continued and extended 
to myself by several of his sons, especially by the late eminent 
legal gentleman, Dr James Mitchell 

In this manner the Presbytery first gave to Rothesay — which 
was then regarded as the capital and key to the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland, and, consequently, a place of consider- 
able importance, — the benefit of sound and faithful Gospel 
preaching. On the authority of Dr Jeffrey, verified by the 
history of this congregation, I may state that the early Seceders 
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HISTORICAL SKETCH. 13 

were usually slow to go in and possess the land: but when once 
they planted their foot in a locality, they never abandoned it, 
*till they had nursed prayer meetings into a preaching station, 
and that into a congregation — a perseverance and energy which 
might well be imitated in modem times. Congregations have 
sometimes originated in contentions about small matters, but 
for the most part Secession congregations originated in the 
desire for evangelical preaching, for the choice of their own 
ministers, and for the promotion of true religion in the land. 
These were undoubtedly the ends contemplated by the anti- 
burghers of Bute. 

From the time when the above mentioned application was 
made and granted, down through a series of years, we have a 
record of frequent applications to the Presbytery for occasional 
or regular supply of sermon. Deputies were constantly sent to 
the Presbytery, wherever it might meet, to plead and enforce 
their claims, which were characterised and regarded as urgent. 
These deputies were sometimes members of the little flock who 
were accustomed to meet together for prayer and the hearing of 
the Word, and who were not formally congregated till they chose 
elders, and had a minister ordained over them. Sometimes 
preachers or ministers who had officiated among them were 
chosen deputies. On one occasion the captain of a coasting 
vessel was laid hold of and compelled, nolens volens, to carry 
their petition to the Presbytery, and represent their case there. 
This incident may be introduced by an extract from the minute 
of Presbytery to which it refers, and by the one preceding, 
and the one following it. "At Newton (i.e. Newton of Mearns) 
Dec. 4, 1764 — A petition from the Isle of Bute was read, sub- 
scribed by 10 persons there, craving ii^cj^^KvvX. ^^s;?^'^ ^V -^^'^.^i^^- 
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14 HISTOBICAL SKETCH. 

ing." "At Paisley, Feb. 5, 1765 — Hora nona ante meridiem 
(at 9 o'clock) — Appointed Mr John Buist to preach at Bute, 
March, Sabbath 3rd.'' "At Glasgow, April 2, 1765— Read rf 
petition from the Isle of Bute, for frequent supply." 

" Such was the interest," says Dr M'Alister, " these took in 
having the Gospel preached unto them, that a Presbytery being 
to meet in Paisley the next day, which they only happened to 
learn by accident, they got a petition made out, and as the packet 
was then sailing (which was once a week), they were looking 
out for the master of a vessel, who arrived only the day before, 
and after diligent search, having met, they gave him the petit- 
ion. In vain he alleged his unfitness to support the prayer of 
the petition before the Presbytery, and his ignorance of the 
forms of proceeding. Arguments and resistance were out of 
the question. They put him on board the packet. He rode 
frbm Greenock (at which place ho arrived in the packet), to 
Paisley next day. The Presbytery had n»et before he reached, 
but he was in sufficient tiuje to deliver the petition, and the 
commissioner received a most cordial welcome from the Presby- 
tery, and the prayer of the petition was granted. With the 
exception of the commissioner, none of the others joined, al- 
though some of them were managers as long as they lived." 

All through the series of petitions which preceded and 
followed this one, there is abundant evidence that the ai^ti- 
burghers of Bute were an earnest, importunate, persevering 
people, thirsting for the preaching of a pure and free GospeL 
It was the reign of what .they regarded as a cold moderatism 
that drove them from the pale of the Established ChurcL 
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HISTOBICAL BKBTCK. 15 

In taking note of more than two score of such applications from 
Bute, for occasional or regular supply of preaching, between the 
' years 1764 and 1784, 1 was struck with the somewhat singular 
coincidence, that the same name as that of my respected brother 
of the East Free Church, the Rev. David Somerville, occurred 
very frequently — ^at least 14 or 15 times. He appears to have 
been rather a favourite here, from the frequency of his appoint- 
ments. Even after he had been settled in Strathaven as 
minister of the anti-burghers there, he was still remembered 
so favourably by the Bute people, that he was appointed as 
their commissioner to the Presbytery to insist on the frequent 
supply of sermon. On meeting my friend after learning these 
facts, I asked him if there had ever been among his ancestors 
a minister of his name, who had been settled at Strathaven. 
He said he believed there had been such a person, and would 
enquire. When I next saw him, what was my astonishment at 
finding that this favourite in my congregation was his father's 
uncle. I supplied him from my notes with an outline of his 
relative's history, which he had not known before. The com- 
munity of Bute wiU now unexpectedly learn the secret of Mr Som- 
erville's theological attainments and popular gifts: doubtless he 
owes them largely to his hereditary connection with the anti- 
burghers, without having been aware of it ! In obliging my con- 
gregation with the use of his church on two occasions — on 
which our own little tabernacle was inadequate to accommodate 
the numbers desirous of hearing two of our most distinguished 
Professors, Dr Graham of Liverpool, and Dr Calderwood of 
Edinburgh — he was only repaying his deep debt of gratitude to 
the anti-burghers of Bute, for their kindness to his honoured 
ancestor in days long gone by ! There has thus been established 
a fresh tie between the two congre^tiona yihkk^L'^aEssi^^'^^^iSi 
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16 HISTOBICAI. BKXXCH. 

distant day, will be con^Eined bj the union of the two branches 
of the Church of Scotland tp whid^ we le^oectaYely Iselong ; 
shortly afterwards, I hope, to be followed by a larger uoicm of 
all the branches of the Eresbytedan Ohiurches in the l^id. 

During the 20 years prior to the settiLemAnt ci « minister 
in this congregation, while the people were so iiegnlarly api^ly- 
ing, and so strenuously insisting for supply of sermon, which 
was only occasionally given, regular prayer meetings were held 
in their houses. These were the means of strengthening their- 
faith, encouraging their perseverance, and fanning the flame of 
their piety. When they had ministers or preachers sent 'to tlhem, 
their service was conducted in wet wealiher in a kiln in Castle 
Street, or another in Watergate Street, but in dry wreather it 
was conducted on a green on the site of the £rat chunch, oppo- 
site that in which we now meet. Though they were sometimes 
scoffed and sneered at by the thoughtless, as having turned anti- 
burghers and fanatics, there was a geneml conviction that they 
were among the excellent ones jof the jearth. Their character 
was unimpeachable ; their motives wene pore and disinterested. 
It required no small measure of courage and self-s&ciifice m 
those days t3 leave the Established Church. In point of laet, 
the majority of them did not actually leave it, but retained their 
membership m it, and only countenanced ^nd worshipped with 
the Seceders, for the sake of the preaching. The Church was 
dominant and thoroughly Anninian. The Secession was poor 
and uninfluential, and many made a compromise with tiieir con- 
science, by worshipping in the one Church, while conumunicat- 
ing in the other. Tliis oomtinued «ven far on in Mr M^Nab's 
ministry. To a limited extent I found it in mj own first charge, 
naai^j 40 jears ago. It is but a specimen o{ how worldly 
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eonsiderations -flometimes lower tbe tone and mar t^e progress 
cuf pnre and undefiled r^gio^. No man can serve two mas- 
ters, and no man can adhere to two congregations in which 
different doctrines are taught. 

The only two ministers of the Established Church in the 
island at that time were the Eev. Dr. M'Lea of Rothesay, and 
the Eev. Mr Thorbw»n of Eangarth. Both of them were men 
of excellent character and amiable dis|>osition. Dr M^Lea was 
a man oi undoubted ability, and it is said might have been 
raised to the dignity of the moderatorship of his Church, had he 
not finnly declined the honour. He had an enormous influence 
among the people, was held in great reverence, and exerted him- 
self specially in promoting the outward observance of the 
SabbatL He used to go down the town on the Sabbath after- 
noon or evening, and whenever he was seen, stragglers in the 
streets or highways disappeared. He visited the parish 
regularly, kept most exact minutes of his session, catechised 
the people young and old, and kept marvellously accurate lists 
of all the inhabitants, some of which lists I have seen. His 
list for 1776 is the nearest I have found to the date of the 
origin of this congregation, and is so systematcially arranged, so 
clearly written, and so carefully summarised at the end, that 
there would be no difficulty in printing it from the MS. as it now 
stands. Some of the names have a capital C prefixed to them, 
which, I suppose, stands for communicant; others have a small c, 
which, I suppose, means catechised ; and after the small c some 
have a capital E, which, I suppose, means that they had answered 
their qu«8tions excellently. No one, whatever his views as to 
Df M^Lea^s theological opinions, who has seen these docu- 
xii«:its can refuse to give him the ec^dit^ ^ \ia5T«L%\sw8ttL -csia^fi^ \ 
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also believe that it was not he, but his son, who went out with 
dog and gun, and that the story of his mode of visitation was 
more of a joke than a reality, as they know he was very fond of a 
joke. Be these things as th«y may, there can be no doubt that 
Mr Thorbum, along with Dr M^Lea, belonged to that section 
of the Kirk which was called moderate, and against which the 
anti-burghers protested. Mr Thorbum was 44 years minister 
of the parish, and died 20th March, 1810, aged 83 years. 

The first Seceders in the island of (whom I have found any 
record, were John Shankland and Robert Gilderoy. Tn the 
year 1748 the Earl of Bute, with wise forethought, gave author- 
ity to invite to this island, farmers who had a better knowledge 
of agriculture than was at that time possessed by the tenants 
here. Among those thus brought to the island were John 
Shankland and Robert Gilderoy. At that time the names of 
tenants were not usually recorded, but only those of their farms. 
In 1766, the practice was adopted of recording their names in 
connection with the names of their farms, and in that year John 
Shankland is recorded as tenant of Kilmichael. He had been 
a farmer in the neighbourhood of Sanquhar, and a member of 
the anti-burgher Church there. That had been the theatre of 
intelligent and heroic contentions for the truth. Persecution 
had tried the courage and faith of many, and not a few had 
sealed their testimony with their blood. The spirit of the 
Covenanters had descended to their successors, and w« can 
easily understand how John Shankland, reared amid these 
sacred memories. Was not likely to be satis Sed with the 
«tate of matters he found in Bute. Robert Gilderoy was an 
Englishman, and came to a farm in Kingarth. These two, al- 
though living at opposite ends of the island, met in Rothesay, in 
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fellowship meetings, with such others as iHiey could persuade to 
join them. Distance was little thought of in those days, when 
the worship of Qod was concerned. Associated with these, 
though at a later date, were Joseph Shankland, who equalled, 
if he did not surpass his father, in piety and zeal ; and James 
M'Alister, father of Dr M*Alister, who also took a great interest 
in the cause ; and John Taylor, who afterwards bequeathed to 
the congregation part of a cottage, the other piirt of which the 
congregation purchased, and which remained in their possesion, 
till about 16 years ago, when it was sold to the Corporation, 
and the proceeds added to the subscriptions for the manse. It 
is that cottage in Columshill Street, presently occupied by Mr 
Wm. Millar, slater. 

At the same time there were a few anti-burners in Cowal, 
whom the preachers, sent to Rothesay, occasionally supplied 
with sermon ; among whom are mentioned Duncan Ferguson, 
Neil Brown, John Taylor above referred to, John Leitch, and 
John Shearer. -'A story is told regarding the ferrying over of 
one of the preachers to Cowal. A shoal of porpoises, which 
have a slight resemblance to young pigs, were playing in 
the water, at which the preacher, who had never seen such 
a sight before, became somewhat alarmed. The boatman 
seeing his uneasiness, gravely assured him that he must be 
ignorant of his Bible, if he did not know that these creatures 
were the identical herd of swine that ran down into the sea 
of old, and had been floundering there ever since. This sally 
of humour reaasured the timid preacher ; but it is said he 
requested the boatman to keep out of his sight when he was 
preaching, that his mind might not be disturbed by the ludic* 
reus idea. 
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The estate in Cowal now known as Toward, was then called 
Achawilling, Achiewilling, Achanswillin, or Auchenwilling, 
all of which spellings I have met, and belonged to a Mr Camp- 
bell, whose house still remains not far from Toward Castle. 
One of his sons joined the navy, and served in the same vessel 
with the prince who afterwards became. William IV. He rose 
to be General Sir James Campbell, and subsequently retired to 
Ascog, where he frequently entertained ministers to dinner. 
As was not unusual at that time for men of his station and 
profession, he frequently indulged in the habit of using pro- 
fane language, and on one occasion did so in the presence of a 
company of ministers. One of them, the Kev. Mr Berry, felt 
it his duty to return to him after dinner, and remonstrate with 
him on his evil habit. The remonstrance was kindly taken, 
though accompanied with a severe reflection on those who had 
been less faithful in speaking to him, and it is said to have 
had a good effect on him ever afterwards. Mr Campbell was 
far from being well affected towards the Seceders, and was 
much displeased with his tenant, Mr John Leitch (with whom 
the preachers stayed when in Cowal), for allowing a trespass on 
his lands, and for holding a conventicle on them. He took 
him to law for doing so. Immediately on receiving the sum- 
mons, Mr Leitch, whose wife's cousin was sheriff at Inveraray, 
took horse and rode all the way to Inveraray to lay the case 
before him. The sheriff on hearing it, told him to keep his 
mind easy, and as he had to go to Edinburgh, he would attend 
to it. The issue was a judgment in favour of Leitch, on the 
ground that if any injury was done by the trespass, it was 
to the tenant, and not to the laird, and that the holding of a 
religious service in his field was not unlawful. Subsequently, 
Mr Campbell came to Mr Leitch, and told him that he regretted 
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having taken him to law. He did not himself wish to do it, but 
he had been uiged to it by some of the ministers of the neigh- 
bourhood. . From that time his attitude to the Seceders changed. 
He formed a strong attachment to Leitch,-and when Leitch 
proposed to come over to reside at Rothesay that he might be 
near the Secession Church there, he offered him considerable 
inducements to remain. After he left, he not only gave the 
use of one of his premises to the Secession preachers, but 
hospitably entertained them in his house, and went to their 
meetings and sat on one of the forms to hear them. Before 
Leitch left, he often invited him and the preachers to dine 
with him on the Sabbath evening — a circumstance which greatly 
exercised Mrs Leitch, who could hardly reconcile it with her 
ideas of Sabbath observance. She was a remarkably pious 
woman, and often retired to the woods for prayer, though she 
does not appear to have succeeded in dissuading her husband 
or the preachers from accepting Mr Campbell's hospitality on 
the Sabbath. 

During these years of preparatory movements, the Rev. Mr 
Alice of Paisley, and the Rev. Mr Buist of Greenock, seem to 
have taken a fatherly interest in the Rothesay cause, as indeed 
did all the Presbytery. Among the preachers sent to them, the 
names of Mr Wotherspoon, Mr Andrew Mitchell, Mr Gregg, Mr 
Wm. Jamieson. Mr Doig, Mr Gibson, Mr Laing, Mr James 
Graham, and Mr David Sommerville appear — the last two most 
frequently. 

. "At a meeting of Presbytery held in Paisley, August 26th, 
1765, the Presbytery taking the very clamant case of the Isle 
of Bute under their consideration, through the want of occar 
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sional supply of preaching, imiuumoudy agreed in petdtioning^ 
the Reverend the Associate Synod at tiieir next meeting, to 
send a yonng man there for some weeks." ^'At Paisley, the 244^ 
day of March, 1767— Bead a petition from the Isle of Bute^ 
craving frequent supply, and craving that the Presbytety would 
agree in laying their very clamant condition before the Bevertend 
8ynod at their next meeting, particularly Idiat the Presbytery 
would endeavour to procure a young man who could preach 
in the Irish language, as many in that island do not understand 
English.'' Men who could speak and act thus must have been 
thoroughly in earnest. 

Mr Leitch left Cowal and came oV€^ to Bodiesay, KUd biiiit 
a house in Bridge Street, which was at that time on the shore^ 
Montague Street was then only partially built, and was also on 
the shore. His house was called the Claddy, that is, the shore^ 
and a fiunily of Stewarto, who afterwards possessed it, wefe 
called by way of distinction, the Stewarts of the Claddy. ft 
was on the site at the comer of Bridge Street, and Bridge-EInd 
Street, now possessed by Mr Pai^ and formed part of the 
property purchased by this church for the site of their present 
building. The comer steading was sold by them. This wbb 
surely a grave mistake committed by the manageia The cor* 
ner steading would have served tiieir purpose, and that of th^ 
successors, much better than that retained ; but considerations 
of economy probably led them to think that a few yards made 
little difference to them, though it permanently shut them oat 
from a more piominent position for their church. 

It may hem be nolioed that Mr Leitch was tlie gra&d£atlier 
of the late Mr John Leiteh of Ardlmuman, of Hterary oelo^ 
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brity ; and of the late Rev. Wm. Leitch, D.D., and Primarius 
Professor in the University of Queen's College, Canada, 
whom we claim, though not as sons, yet as grandsons of our 
congregation, and who, doubtless, owed something of their dis- 
tiction to their anti-burgher origin and training. 

As an instance of the good done by a small act of kindness, 
it may be stated that Mrs Leitch in her desire to do good, gave 
or lent Mr John Taylor a copy of Boston's Fourfold State, which 
was the means of his conversion. His subsequent interest 
in, and services for the congregation, are, therefore, to be traced 
to a simple act of kindness by a lady who was '^ in Christ 
before him." 

To meet for public worship in a kiln, or an open green, as 
previously narrated, was conducive neither to the comfort of 
the worshippers, nor the prosperity of the cause. It is not 
wonderful, therefore, that the desire for a place of worship, in 
which the evangelical principles they valued so highly might 
be maintained and propagated, should gather strength among 
the small band of Christian heroes, whose noble efforts we have 
been sketching. On a day, which was held as one of the usual 
fairs of the burgh, four of the anti-burghers met under the 
Skeoch Wood, and resolved to proceed with the erection of a 
church. John Leitch, Joseph Shankland, James M^Alister, 
and John Taylor, were these four. They applied to the Mag- 
istrates and Council of Rothesay for that site opposite the 
present church, on which the first church was built ; and on 
the 11 th March, 1778, by an act of Council, the site was 
granted ; and on the 9th Oct of the same year, a feu charter 
was signed by the Magistrates and Owscaa^Xs^ ^«^^*<Kss^*^Jis^ \ 
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first storey of the church was built and roofed in. For a time 
they were unable to finish the building — ^the members and 
adherents being few and poor. The pews were simple forms 
with a foot board to keep their feet^ from the ground. Here 
they ^jontinued to receive such supply of preachers as the 
Presbytery could give them, and the time was now approaching 
when they were to receive the desire of their hearts — a stated 
evangelical ministry. 

Mr James Graham was licensed by the Presbytery on June 
27th, 1780, and was appointed to preach in Bute on the second 
and third Sabbaths of July, and also on the first and second 
Sabbaths of August of that year. His services were most 
acceptable and successful, and a strong desire was manifested 
to secure him as their minister. Two years more, however, 
passed before they summoned courage to apply for a temporary 
settlement of him among them. "At Paisley, 26th August, 
1782 — There was given in and read, a petition from Bute, 
craving that Mr Graham, a probationer, may be continued 
twelve months with them, setting forth that his labours in 
Bute seemed to be attended with remarkable success. Entered 
upon the considei^tion of the petition from Bute respecting Mr 
Graham. The Presbytery having interrogate the commission- 
ers, how they proposed to support the Gospel, should Mr 
Graham continue so long, when they signified that if their 
request was complied with, they meant to give Mr Graham at 
least 20 shillings each Sabbath. After some reasoning, Presby- 
try agreed to represent the above to the Synod at their meeting 
next week, and endeavour to procure the Synod's concurrence 
for his continuance there for some time. At Kilmarnock, Oct 
15th, 1782 — Appointed Mr Graham at Bute, till next meeting. 
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At Glasgow, 8th April, 1783. There was given in and read a 
petition from Bute subscribed by 105 persons, 9 of whom were 
Seceders, the rest not of oar communion, craving Mr Graham's 
continuance among them, and if the Presbytery judged it proper 
or regular, that he might be ordained, that the Presbytery might 
have less trouble by baptisms and marriages. After some 
reasoning, they agreed, without a vote, to transmit that point 
of the petition that respected Mr Graham's continuance among 
them f dmpliciter J to the .Synod at their next meeting, and that 
part of it that related to his ordination, for advice." 

After several further petitions from Bute for sermon by ^f r 
Graham, the Presbytery appointed an election and ordination of 
elders, and also a moderation for a minister. The election of 
elders having taken place, it was found that, on Monday, 8ta 
March, 1784, aftor sermon, Joseph Shankland was chosen elder 
for the country part of Bute, John Pringle and William Jamie- 
son for llothesay, John Shearer for Nether Cowal, and these four 
persons were duly ordained on the second Sabbath of Ma roll, 
after the forenoon discourse. On the 16th of March, Mr Bui.st 
preached from the text, Jer. xxxl 10 — "Hear the word of the 
Lord, ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar off," — and 
moderated in a call, which turned out unanimously in favour 
of Mr James Graham, probationer, under the inspection of the 
Associate Presbytery of Glasgow, and after prayer, he was duly 
declared elected, and his call subscribed by 12 elders and mem- 
bers, and a paper of adherence by one seceder and 111 persons 
ordinary hearers in the congregation of Bute, though not in 
communion. 

I have met with no record of the names of the twelve elders 
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and members who subscribed the call, but we cannot be far 
wrong, when we group the names already referred to, viz., John 
Shankland, Robert Gilderoy, James M*Alister, John Taylor, 
Duncan Ferguson, Neil Brown, John Leitch, John Shearer, 
Joseph Shankland, John Fringle, and Wm. Jamieson. 

These 11 names were probably among the 12 names of male 
members who subscribed the call The only females known to 
have been members at that time were Mrs John Leitch, Mrs 
McMillan, Kilchattan, (mother of the late Duncan McMillan of 
Knockanreoch, whose respected descendant now occupies that 
farm), and widow McMillan, (aunt to the gentleman who was 
postmaster of Rothesay about 50 years ago. ) But it is not likely 
that any of these females subscribed the call, as that was not 
then customary, though there was probably no law against it. 
I have seen the names of the subscribers to several calls in 
this congregation down to that of my late colleague, and 
at none of these was there a single female subscriber. My 
own call was the first I have met with to which the names of 
female members were subscribed. Male members met and 
transacted the whole business of the congregation, as had been 
the custom in the church from which they seceded. They alone 
applied for a moderation, voted for a minister, and subscribed the 
call. Only one notable exception have I found, and that was 
among the adherents to Mr Qraham's calL There was a 
Mrs John M'Kirdy among them. Who she was I have no 
means of knowing, but if I had belonged to that clan, I would 
have been proud to be able to claim her as an ancestor. 
She must have been a woman of sturdy, independent mind, 
with the courage of her convictions. Alone of her se^' 
she Bsserted her right to sign the adherence papers to the 
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call of her minister. She was greatly in advance of her 
age — a pioneer of female rights now universally conceded, 
and worthy of being honoured even in a clan which has given 
to Rothesay some of her most independent sons. Brave Mrs 
John M*Kirdy ! all honour to thy memory ! Little did'st thou 
think when thou did'st sign the call to Mr James Graham, that 
thine act would be mentioned to thy credit a hundred years 
afterwards, and may perhaps be equally honoured a hundred 
years hence ! 

I deem it desirable to preserve the names of the adher- 
ents to the first call given by this congregation, partly because 
the Presbytery thought fit to record them in their minutas, 
and partly because some of their descendants may feel an inter- 
est in recognising their names among those who thus testified 
their attachment to evangelical principles at a time when they 
were less prevalent than now. 

" There was likewise laid before the Presbytery a paper of 
adherence subscribed by 111 persons, ordinary hearers in the 
congregation of Bute, though not in communion. The Pres- 
bytery agreed it should be inserted in the minutes as follows : 
"At Rothesay, 17th March, 17S4. — We the subscribers hereof, 
having heard Mr James Graham to our satisfaction for some 
time past, hereby heartily concur in the call given him the 16th 
of this month, to be minister of the Gospel in the Associate 
Congregation of Bute, and earnestly petition the rev. the 
Associate Presbytery of Glasgow that he may be speedily settled 
among us, and though we have not joined the Secession^ we 
promise, in case he be settled here, that we shall give him all 
due subsistence and encouragemeiiX. «A\i^fcQvafis^ V^a5i««» ^^Jl *^i2is^ 
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Gospel attending his ministry, and we subscribe this adherence 
to be given in with said call to the said Presbytery at their first 
meeting, (Sic, suhscribitur) — 

( 
I 

Ninian Bannatyne, James Sayer, Thomas M'Inlay, junr., mer- 
chants ; Alex. M'Conachy, school master ; Robert Stewart, 
weaver ; Matthew Stewart, feuar ; Thomas M'Inlay, senr., mer- 
chant ; Robert Stewart, cowper ; John Hill and James Frazer, 
weavers ; Alex. Bannatyne and Daniel Frazer, merchants ; James 
M^Inlay, vintner ; Robert M'Fw, weaver; James Stewart, ship 
master ; John M'Kay, John Sharp, John and Archd. Duncan, 
all ship masters ; Samuel Munn, wright ; James Stewart, packet 
master; Daniel Duncan, merchant ; Alex M'lvor, cowper ; John 
M'Conachy, kingsman ; Dugald Thomson, tailor ; Daniel Nicol, 
seaman, John Thomson, shoemaker ; James M'Conachy, farmer ; 
Robert Boyd, junr., mason; Alex. Campbell, excise officer ; John 
John M'Fie and James White, cowpers ; Mrs John M'Kirdy, 
John M'Fie, tailor ; Daniel Orr, tailor ; Fergus M'Fie, cotton 
manufacturer ; Matthew Muir, weaver ; James M* Alister, mer- 
chant; John FuUarton, Stewart M*Gown, James M'Fie, ship 
master ; Wm. Muir, shoe maker ; Charles M'Inlay, John Tosh, 
shipmaster ; Thos. Weir, tailor ; Duncan Brown, shipmaster ; 
Wm. Wallace, mariner ; Charles M'Inlay, cowper ; Robert 
Stewart, sailor ; Robert Currie, vintner ; Robt. M'Fie, mercht.; 
Daniel Black, shoemaker ; Alexr. M'Conachy, tailor ; Robert 
Spence, feuar ; Hugh Montgomery, mason and wright ; Robert 
Brown, sailor ; George Hill and John Sharp, weavers ; Ninian 
Bannatyne, for John M'Fie, gardener ; Michael M'Kirdy, sailor; 
John M'Kirdy, feuar ; Daniel Duncan, weaver ; Duncan Jamie- 
son, sailor ; Archd. -^^ , wright ; Archd. Stewart, carpenter; 

John M*Fie and Robert , sailors ; Archd. Angus, shoe- 
maker; Duncan M'Conachy, James Hunter, shipmaster; James 
Sharp, weaver; Hugh Marshall, shoemaker; Daniel M'Irdy, 
saDor; Hugh M'Conachy, wright; Robert Muir, shoemaker; 
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Andw. Robin, weaver; Wm. Wad(i3ll, Gaorga Gilroy, wright; 
Wm. Canmngham, John M'Inlay, smith ; Wm. Black, smith ; 
Wm. Bannatyne, Alexr. M'Nair, John M^Irdy, m-iltmin ; Danl. 
Tosh, Robt Glass, merchant; John Duncan, sailor ; Neil Mcin- 
tosh, farmer; Charles M' , wright; Darid Bannatyne, 

farmer; John M'Inlay, wright; Robt. Duncan, shoemaker; 
James M'Kay, sailor ; James Duncan, shoemaker ; Neil McNeil, 
tailor ; Robert Lang and John Stewart, sailors ; James Walker, . 
maltman ; Neil Robin, weaver ; Andw. M'Lachlau, James 
M*Conachy, John Wilson, shipmaster ; Andw. Mitchell, Peter 
M*Alister, shoemaker ; Archd. M'Alister, sailor ; Alexr. White 
and James Stewart, shipmasters ; Charles M^Kechan, farmer ; 
James M^Irdy, mason ; James Bannatyne, farmer. 

The above signers have subscribed freely and heartily without 
any objections, and are of such as signed the former petitions, 
and we know the names to be genuine. Attested by, 

John Pringle, Elder. 
Wm. Jamieson, Elder.'" 

"The Presbytery met at Rothesay, 17th March, 1784, and after 
long reasoning, hearing the commissioner, and ascertaining that 
the stipend promised was £50 a year, approved the conduct of 
the moderator, and sustained the call sis a lawful Gospel call, 
aiid subjects for trial were appointed Mr Graham." These were 
of Such a suitable and searching character that I deem it right 
to record them here, along with a remark or two regarding them. 
As an exercise and addition (that is, a critical exposition of the 
original Greek), Eph. i. 17 " That the God of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him." As an exi- 
gesis, or thesis, (that is, an argumentative discussion of a sub- 
ject in Latin), AnSeeessio ah ecclesia Scottica/Mi mT^re^^tsAA. ^^\>y.^ 
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sit licita (whether the Secession from the Scottish Church in 
present circumstances is lawful). For a lecture, Isaiah, xxn., 
20 to the end — (the subject being the investiture of Eliakim 
as treasurer or steward in the king's house, and his qualifica- 
tions for the office). For a popular sermon, Isaiah, XLii. 4, "And 
the isles shall wait for his law." For Church history, the last 
half of the 17th century. The 57th Psalm in Hebrew. The 
Greek Testament ad aperturam lihri, (i, e., at any part). Mx 
tempore questions, (which were on any department of theological 
study). 

On these trials, observe the great care the Presbytery took 
with them. Ordinary sermons or exercises the preacher might 
have beside him, were not available. All the trials must be 
carefully prepared for the occasion, and must be suitable to the 
special circumstances of the preacher, and the locality of his 
future labours. He must discourse before the Presbytery on 
leading and important Gospel themes adapted to the times, and 
specially called for amid prevailing defections from the truth. 
Fathers and brethren must be enabled to judge of his sound- 
ness in the faith, and of his evangelical spirit He must prove, 
his knowledge of the qualifications necessary for the high office 
of a steward in Christ the King's house. He must show 
his fitness for defending the position and principles of his 
Church, and that, too, in a learned language. He must prove 
his aquaintance with the languages in which the Scriptures were 
written. He must show a competent knowledge of Church 
bistory, and of the various departments of theological literature. 
Finally, he must write a popular discourse specially suited to 
the locality in which he was to be settled — one of the isles. 
These were no merely formal, but actually severe trials of the 
preacher's ability, learning, piety, and soundness in the faith. 
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and compare very favourably even with the standard required 
now. 

The stipend does seem out of harmony with such attainments; 
but when all things are considered, it will not appear so far 
amiss. In those days money went a great deal farther than it 
does now. The style of living was very different. What was 
expected from ministers was quite different. Even the city 
ministers of Glasgow had only £111 2s 2d including commun- 
ion expenses. The people had not been trained to habits of 
liberality in the church they had left. The total contributions 
of the Parish Church here for religions and benevolent pur- 
poses were only from^ £30 to £50 a year. The number of 
Seceders was not great, and their social position was humble. 
Considering all these things, the stipend was not so small after 
all, as it at first view appears. One remarkable proof of what it 
enabled a generous man to do, is found in the fact, that when 
the church was enlarged in 1792, Mr Graham's personal sub- 
scription was £12 12/. It is pleasant to record that after his 
death, the congregation, doubtless feeHng that such a sum was 
too much to expect from the minister, paid it back to his widow, 
at the same time that they were otherwise helpful to her. 

"At Kilmarnock, July 13th, 1784 — The question was agreed 
to be put, Approve of all Mr Graham's trials with a view to 
ordination, now and formerly delivered, or not. The roll called 
and votes marked, it carried unanimously, Approve. The 
question was put. Ordain Mr James Graham to the office of the 
holy ministry, and admit to the pastoral charge of the Assoc- 
iate Congregation of Bute, or not. A brother being employed 
in prayer, the roll called and votes marked, it carried unani- 
mously, Ordain and admit, T\ie ^t^€fcr3\.^T5 wgN^^^si^^^ -^^s^ 
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next ordinary meeting at Rothesay, in the Isle of Bute, on 
Wednesday, the 11th day of August next. Appointed Mr 
Graham's ordination to be proceeded with in that day, which 
is to be observed as a day of solemn fasting and humiliation 
by all under the inspection of that congregation. Appointed 
the Rev. Mr Punton to preside in said ordination, and that the 
Rev. Mr Taylor preach in the afternoon. Appointed Mr James 
Bunyan to preach at Bute next Lord's day, and that he serve 
Mr Graham's edict." 

"At Rothesay, Isle of Bute, August 11th, 1784— Which day 
and place, the Associate Presbytery of Glasgow met, being con- 
stituted with prayer by the Rev. Mr Punton, moderator, sederunt 
— Messrs John Buist, James Greig, Andrew Thomson, James 
Robertson, and James Taylor, ministers ; with Mr William 
Hart, elder from Greenock. Absent, all the rest of the minis- 
ters, with the elders from the respective sessions. 

The edict in reference to Mr James Graham, probationer, 
having been duly served, endorsed, and now returned, the Pres- 
bytery caused John Ker, their officer pro tempore^ to intimate 
to the congregation then assembled, that if any person or persons 
had anything to object against the life, doctrine, or conversation 
of Mr James Graham, or the call given him by the Associate Con- 
gregation of Bute, that they will compear before the Presbytery, 
just now met in the house of Mr William Jamieson, wright in 
Rothesay, with certification that if none appeared to propose 
relevant objections, the Presbytery would proceed in the ordin- 
ation, according to appointment. 

He being returned, the Presbytery waited some time before 
proceeding to the public work of the day, but none appearing 
to propose objections, the Rev. Mr Thomson began the public 
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work. The moderator preached the ordination sermon, taking 
for his text IL Cor. ii. 1 6th verse, compared with chapter iil 
and 5th verse, " Who is sufficent for these things ?" " But our 
sufficiency is of God." After prayer and praise, and a narrative 
of the steps hitherto taken towards Mr Graham's settlement 
among them, the questions appointed to be put to ministers at 
their ordination were put to Mr Graham, who answered to the 
satisfaction of the Presbytery. The people that sub jcriba J the 
call and adherence, having anew testified their willingnass to 
have Mr Graham for their minister, by lifting up of the right 
hand, the Presbytery did, in presence of the congre [Ration then 
assembled, with prayer and imposition of hands, solemnly 
ordain and admit the said Mr Graham to the office of the holy 
ministry, and to the particular charge and inspection of the: 
Associate Congregation of Bute. Thereafter the right hand 
of fellowship was given him by the brethren of the Presbytery : 
the elders, and those who called him, took him by the hand as 
their minister. 

The Moderator having tendered a word of exhortation to the 
minister, and then to the people, the Rev. Mr Taylor concluded 
the work of the day, according to appointment, with a sermon 
from Luke VIII. and 18th verse, "Take heed how ye hear." 

The Presbytery returned to the place of meeting, Mr Graham 
declared his willingness to subscribe the formula of questions 
put to him ; whereupon his name was added to the roll, and 
he took his seat in Presbytery." 

The minislsT^ thus auspiciously begun was prosecuted with 
great diligence and fidelity, and attended with not a little suc- 
cess. Mr Graham possessed considerable attractions as a prea- 
cher. When persons went to hear hiiai QiSiRA^^W^^^st'^ "^^scy^Ns^ ^^ 
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return, and to recommend others to come and hear him. His 
manner was impressive and persuasive. His matter was solid, 
and thoroughly evangelical This was the secret of his powen 
He preached Christ Jesus, and Him crucified. Many who had 
been trained to believe that they could save themselves by a good 
moral life and an outward regard for religious services, were, 
through his instrumentality, lied to see their need of a Saviour, 
and to accept of His work as the only ground of their hope. 
The great doctrines of grace were held forth with a fulness, clear- 
ness, and earnestness, that commended them to acceptance, and 
those who embraced them felt in themselves, and were regarded 
by others, as having passed from darkness to light. Evidences of 
the beneficial character of the change soon showed themselves 
among those who waited on the Seceder's ministry. Family 
worship was duly established in every house. Weekly prayer 
meetings were held in many private houses, as well as in the 
church. The people were called, and justly so, a praying 
people. It can hardly surprise us to learn that some odium 
was at first incurred by these godly people, and that their 
numbers did not increase rapidly. Influence was brought to 
bear against them. But gradually this opposition lessened, 
the numbers began to increase, the attendance more so, and 
by and bye the church became too small for the usual audience. 
The church was only one storey high, and it was resolved, in 

1791, to enlarge it by building another storey, and putting in 
a gallery. This was done, and the seats in the gallery were 
let for the first time on 29th Febi-uary, 1792. A subscription 
to defray expenses was opened in 1791, which realised XI 32 
12s Id. A second subscription was made on the 26th Dec, 

1792, which amounted to £17 lis — making, in all, £150 3a 
Id. In this sum is included £12 12s, the subscription of 
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Mr Graham, who also collected in other places £26 13s. The 
liberality of these contributions will be at once admitted by 
those who consider the circumstances of the congregation, and 
the value of money at the time. 

But Mr Graham's ministry, edifying and acceptable as it was, 
in the providence of God was not to be of long duration. 
Before he had finished the 10th year of his ministry, on the 
15th April, 1794, he was seized with fever. On some of his 
people visiting him, when he was able to recognize them, he 
earnestly exhorted them to turn their thoughts tb another and 
better world. His illness was short. He breathed his last on 
the 25th April. His death caused a wide-spread and deep sor- 
row, not only among his own flock, who loved and revered him, 
but over the whole community, who had learned to esteem him. 
He had, by his unblemished character and earnest work, in and 
out of the pulpit, among his own people and others, and by his 
prudence and faithfulness, lived down the disrepute in which 
his denomination was held, and established for himself a good, 
even a high place in the respect and affection of the whole com- 
munity. One cannot overestimate the value and influence of 
such a life, and such a work on the community, and more espec- 
ially on the congregation over which he so ably and affection- 
ately presided, and on the denomination he so well represented. 
His remains were followed to their last resting-place by a large 
company, not of his own congregation only, but of all sections 
of the community; and "his beloved dust,'* as his remains were 
affectionately called, was committed to a grave situated immed- 
iatelly behind the mausoleum of the Bute family, where also 
rest the remains of Mr Hog, and Mr M*Nab and family, and also 
one of Mr Robertson's children. Dr M^Lea, in speakLu^tA qw^ 

&. » - - 



38 HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

of the elders on the occasion, bore the honourable testimony to 
him, that his religion was not in his head only, bub in his heart. 
His congregation, joined by some also of the Established 
Church, subscribed for the monument erected to his memory, 
which records that he died on the 25th April 1794, in the 48th 
year of his age, and the 10th year of his ministry, and on which 
are inscribed these two passages — " Be thou faithful unto death 
and I will give thee a crown of life," and " Blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord.'' At his call the members were 12; 
at his death they had increased to 60, besides a large number 
of attached adherents. The death of Mr Graham was reported 
to the Presbytery at Newton of Mearns, on June 2nd 1794, 
and a petition presented for supply of sermon. 

"At Glasgow, June 17th, 1795 — A unanimous petition was 
presented for a moderation in a call, stipend offered £60 and 
£10 for house rent. A recommendation was given, to do some- 
thing more than they had done for the widow and family of 
Mr Graham, which was subsequently complied with. A mod- 
eration took place on the 16th July, 1795, Rev. Mr Ferrier pre- 
siding, when a call was given to Mr Robert Smith, signed by 28 
elders and members, and 166 adherents. Mr Smith, for reasons 
given by him, declined the call. The Presbytery dealt long 
with him, endeavouring to refute his reasons ; but he remained 
unmoved by their representations, and the call was laid aside.'' 

In Sept., 1796, they agreed to assess themselves quarterly, 
with a view to the better support of the Gospel, and the surplus, 
if any, to be kept as a fund to purchase a commodious dwell- 
ing-house for the minister to live in. Meanwhile, Mr David 
Hog preached frequently to them by appointment of Presbytery, 
and made a favourable impression upon them. 
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At Glasgow, 27th Dec, 1796, they again petitioned for a 
moderation, and on 8th Feb., 1797, renewed their applicition, 
offering X70 of stipend and ^7 for a house rent. A moderation 
-was granted, and on 23rd Feb., after sermon by the Rev. Wm. 
Stewart from Rev. ii., 1 — " These things saith He that holds 
the seven stars,'* Mr David Hog was chosen, and the call sab- 
scribed by 25 elders and members, and 144 ordinary hearers 
though not in communion. Mr Hog accepted the call at 
Edinburgh, May 3rd, 1797. His trials were appointed, and 
part of them were given at Glasgow on July 5th, but when 
more of them were expected to be given, on July 26th, Mr 
Hog did not appear, and some most uaasual, probably unpre- 
cedented, procedure followed. The officer of the Presbytery 
was sent for him to several houses in town (Glasgow), but he 
could not be found. Again the officer was appointed to 
summon him, wherever he was to be found, to appear before 
the Presbytery at five o'clock that afternoon to answer for his 
offensive conduct in not waiting on the Presbytery that day. 
At five o*c]ock he appeared, and pleaded that he meant no dis- 
respect to the Presbytery, but his mind was in such an agitated 
state that he could not give his trials. A lengthened and very 
strict dealing with hioi took place, and resulted in his being 
solemnly admonished and exhorted by the moderator. His 
trials were given at subsequent meetings, and approved, and 
his ordination appointed to take place at Rothesay, on Wednes- 
day, the 13th Sept., 1797; and on that day, Mr Mitchell, 
moderator, constituted the Presbytery, the only other member 
present being the Rev. Andrew Thomson: "absent," it is 
significantly recorded, ** all the rest of the members and elders." 
Mr William More, precentor of the congregation, was appointed 
to serve the edict, and there being no objection, the moderator 
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preached from II Cor. iv. 1-2 — "Therefore seeing we have 
this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not ; but 
have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully ; but 
by manifestation of the truth, commending ourselves to every 
man^s conscience in the sight of God," The ordination then 
proceeded in the same manner as Mr Qraham's, and Mr Thom- 
son concluded the public work with a sermon from Zecb. VXl 
13 — " He cried and they would not hear.*' Mr Hog then took 
his seat, with Mr Joseph Shankland, elder from Rothesay, 

However unwilling to criticise adversely the Presbytery's 
exercise of their judicial functions, I confess they appear to me 
to have been rather hard upon the probationer. Mr Hog seems 
to have been a timid young man, and had probably heard of 
the reputation of the Presbytery for strictness in such examm-' 
ations and trials. It is no uncommon thing for a preacher to 
stand in awe of a presbytery ; nor is it difficult to understand 
how he might have some difficulty in getting his discourses 
ready and committed to memory in time, or how, when the day 
came, he might be nervolis, and physically as well as mentally, 
unable to go on with them He said he meant no disrespect 
to the venerable court. The delay was to his own loss, and 
not much to their inconvenience, and they might well have 
refrained from admonishing him for so slight an offence on the 
eve of his settlement. It is a little suspicious that the Presby- 
tery were all absent from the ordination except two. Their 
absence may have arisen from unavoidable causes, and so may 
Mr Hog*s agitation. My sympathies, on the whole, go in this 
matter with this predecessor. 



z 



An old book has come into my hands entitled " Journal of 
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a mission to part of the Highlands of Scotland in the Summer 
and Harvest of 1797, by appointment of the Relief Synod, in 
a series of letters to a friend, designed to shew the state of 
religion in that country, and the claim the inhabitants have on 
the compassion of fellow Christians, by Neil Douglas, minister 
of the QospeL" The book is very rare, and its author was held 
in deservedly high respect by the church to which he belonged, 
as shown by his appointment to the important mission referred 
to. He happened to be present at the ordination of Mr Hog, 
and as I am an old Relief man, I may be excused for extracting 
a portion of his remarks upon it, though, if space permitted, I 
would gladly have extracted the whole. He says : — * 

" On that day a young man was to be ordained minister of 
the Anti-burgher Congregation. ... I went to the church, 
wet as I was, and found the service so far advanced, . . 
The whole service was conducted with great decorum, and the 
clfarge to the pastor and people was a piece of finished com- 
position, perhaps too much so for the audience and occasion. 
. . . The questions put to the young man, to which express 
assent was required, were very numerous. But I wish I could 
say that the far greater part of them were not what Gallio calls 
questions of words, and names, and of their law — Acts xviir. 15. 
They referred to historical events, of the far greater part of 
which I own myself totally ignorant ; and of which, a Christian, 
in my humble opinion, may be ignorant all the days of his life, 
without having his peace, comfort, and edification in the smallest 
degree thereby affected.'' Arguing against such terms of com- 
munion, he exclaims " Oh that Christians were so wise, and 
obedient to their Heavenly Lord, as to maintain unity in things 
necessary, mutual forbearance in things not eaaewtv^V^ ^j^^^ \ 
charity in all ] '* The motto ol ^-\i^ ^^\^l <^\3x^ ^^^^ ^^>- 
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necessariis unitaSy in non necessariis ItbertaSy in utrisque carUaz, 
^^ Here I found some pious intelligent Christians, wlio had 
obtained, as some of them owned, some knowledge of the truth, 
and relish for it, by attending the ministry of the first anti- 
burgher pastor here, though few of them inclined to form a 
close connection with that people. They,- however, cordially 
wished them well,and considerably helped their temporal funds,** 
Speaking of the large audience he had when he preached, lie 
says : — " Many came in boats from Glendaruel, and other parts 
of Cowal, who tarried till the last Your friend ventures to 
call this a day of the Son of Man ; and hopes it proved a time 
of conviction, and refreshing to some. To the preceding ser- 
mons, the most serious attention was given ; but during the 
waole Gaelic service of this day, the people stood like statues 
to the very skirts of the congregation. So. great was the con- 
coarse, that near the one half were obliged to stand behind the 
tent. It was indeed a Bochim — a place of tears ; for the Lord 
s iemed to be present both with speaker and hearers. "Where 
the spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty ; and how pleasant 
and solemn His service, when He deigns to manifest His power 
aid presence." He then records various instances of good that 
had been done by his visit, and the earnest request made to him 
to prolong it, and his regret at being obliged to deny their 
request. He closes by raying : — " The people spoke much of the 
liberal sentiments of the minister of Kingarth (Mr Thorbum), 
though they thought him no great preacher, and wished me to 
call on him, but time would not permit. He cannot speak 
Gaelic, which is the native language of the people, many of 
whom understand little or no EngUsh ; but he ingratiates him- 
self by his affability, complaisance, and attention; qualities 
the reverse of his colleague, the other mmistei (By M^*Le4)^ 
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who is reputed distant, stately and reserved. I bade farewell 
with the honest people here, who parted with apparent regret, 
and set off in one of their pacljets with a fair wind for Green- 
ock, where we safely landed in the course of a few hours." 

Dr M*Lea had gone from honaa, and hU church was closed 
on that day, so that Mr Hog and Mr Douglas would hive 
larger audiences in the meeting-house and at the tent thin 
they otherwise would have had. Mr Douglas's ministrations 
evidently produced an extraordinary impression. He was 
assured that the whole people in the island would attend next 
Sabbath, could he tarry, and also the people in the adjacent 
parishes on the Cowal side. 

The vacancy caused by the death of Mr Graham till the 
settlement of Mr Hog extended over three years and five 
months, but during that time, usually a trying and sometimes 
a disastrous time to a congregation, excellent supply of preach- 
ing was obtained. The Church was crowded, and the remain- 
ing debt upon it was cleared off. The Parish Church was 
being rebuilt in 1795, and the service was conducted in the 
open air, which may have helped the attendance at the meeting- 
house. The refusal of the parish minister shortly thereafter 
to allow Gaelic speaking ministers of his own communion to 
preach either in his church or parish, resulted in the building 
of the Chapel of Ease in 1797. This also may have had a 
favourable influence on the audience at the anti-burgher meet- 
ing-house. Even after the Chapel was opened, and a few of 
Mr Hog's hearers went there, Mr Hog's church continued to be 
well filled, though not so crowded as it had been. He was 
looked upon by all as a profound theologian, a clear expositor 
of Scripture, and an admirable lectvit^t. 
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Mr Robertson accepted the call, and was ordained on the 25th 
Sept. 1800. The Rev. Mr Dunn preached from Titus n., 7-8 
— " In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works ; in 
doctrine showing uncorniptness, gravity, sincerity, sound speech 
that cannot be condemned, that ho that is of the contrary part 
may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you." The 
Rev. Mr Muter concluded the services with a sermon from Rom. 
I., 16th — "I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ." The 
church had been vacant only nine and a half months, had been 
well supplied with preaching, and its numbers had been well 
sustained. 

It may be interesting to record here the list of the Presbytery 
at January 6th, 1801. 

Name. Date of Ordination. Place. 

Andrew Thomson, June 13, 1775, Meams. 

James Punton, July 1, 1777, Hamilton. 

William Ferrier, Aug. 28, 1787, Paisley. 

James Boucher,.... July 28, 1790, Cumbernauld. 

Thomas Stewart, July 24, 1792, Strathaven. 

John Mitchell, Aug. 1, 1793, Anderston. 

John Dunn, Jany. 17, 1798, Greenock. 

Robert Muter, Aug. 14, 1800, Glasgow. 

John Robertson, Sept 25, 1800, Rothesay, 

To which were added in 1803-4 

Wmiam Brown, June 29, 1803, BothwelL 

John Moncrieff, Jany. 18, 1804, Hamilton. 

The first ministerial son of this congregation was Mr Matthew 
Frazer, son of Mr James Frazer, a respected elder who was sev- 
eral times sent as a deputy to the Presbytery. He was father i 

/k :* 
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and grandfather of two respected members, still with us — the 
Misses Frazer. His first recorded appearance before the Pres- 
bytery*was at Kothesay, July 11 th, 1801 . Among the subj ects 
of discourse prescribed to him from time to time by the Presby- 
tery, occurs one which we have met before, on which a further 
remark or two may be made, Isa. xlii 4 — "A.nd the isles shall 
wait for His law." With our present facilities of communica- 
tion with the mainland, we never think of claiming any special 
privilege of appropriating to ourselves those beautiful passages 
of Scripture which speak of the isles. We seldom, indeed, speak 
of our insular position, unless when we wish to extol the beauties 
of our island, or "ring the changes" on the well-worn reference 
to "the adjacent islands. '^ It was different, however, at the end 
of the last, and for a good many years at the beginning of the . 
present century. Bute was an outlying place, to be reached in 
a packet which sailed from Greenock once a week, or by a ferry 
boat provided occasionally from Largs or Cowal. With favour- 
ing breezes one or two days might suffice for the voyage between 
Olasgow and Bothesay; but it might take a week or more. 
And even if the traveller wished to go as far as he could by 
land, he had considerable difficulties to encounter by the way. 
It was not an uncommon thing for a man to ferry himself and 
pony across from Rothesay to Cowal, to ride up to Dunoon, 
ferry across to Cloch, and ride to Paisley or Glasgow, and a 
single day seldom sufficed for the journey. I have heard my 
colleague tell of its having taken him, and the brethren who 
were to ordain him, two days to come from Glasgow to Rothe- 
say by Largs. On another occasion he had some ministerial 
I duty to perform in Glasgow, and he arrived there nearly a week 
I after it was to be performed. In these circumstances, a Pres- 
bytery who wished to appoint, or a minister who wished to 






I 

t 



48 HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

preach on a text specially suitable to Bute, was sure to land 
among "the isles of the Bible"! What a magnificent theme 
that would have formed for Dr Guthrie's graphic pen ! 

I doubt not that Mr Frazer, a native of Rothesay, and a 
talented man, would do ample justice to his insular text ; and 
I find a uniform approbation and satisfaction expressed by the 
Presbytery regarding all his trials. He was licensed to preach 
the everlasting gospel at Glasgow on Feb. 1st, 1804. Before 
and after his license, he taught a school here, and occasionally 
preached to the congregation, his remuneration being 15s a Sab- 
bath. He took the deepest interest in the congregation, and 
often did them good service both before and after he left them. 
He received two calls, one to Peebles, and the other to Dun- 
dee, where he was settled as colleague to the Rev. Mr 
M*Ewen, on the 9th October, 1809. Health failing him, he 
resigned his charge on the 23rd Sept., 1845, retired to Rothesay, 
and died 8th Sept., 1857, in the 83rd year of his age, and the 
45th of his ministry. The Synod, recognising his claims at a 
time when there was no Aged Ministers* Fund, such as now 
happily exists, allowed him an annuity of £20, which was sub- 
squently increased. He was a welcome contributor to various 
religious publications, such as ** The Recorder,'* " The Christain 
Teacher,*' and "The Secession Magazine." He published a 
**Catechism for the use of Children and Sabbath Schools," and 
a "Catechism on the Principles of the Secession Church," 
which were well received in their day, and ran through several 
editions 

For a time after Mr Robertson's settlement, things went on 
well with the congregatioa On the 14th June, 1802, they 
agreed to reimburse him all his previous payments to the So- 
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ciety of Dissenting Ministers, and to continue his annual 
payments to that society for behoof of his widow. About the 
same time also they agreed to pay a small sum for travelling 
expenses to Synod and Presbytery, thus indicating their desire 
to promote their minister's comfort as far as they were able. 

About the year 1807, from various causes for which Mr 
Robertson was not to blame, though as sometimes happens in 
such circumstances unjust reflections were made on him by a 
few, the funds of the congregation suffered. Taking, perhaps, 
a darker view of matters than was warranted, he intimated to 
his congregation, at a meeting held in Oct., 1809, his intention 
to demit his charge at the next meeting of Presbytery. The 
Rev. Mr Frazer presided at that meeting, reasoned with them, 
and tendered them suitable exhortations. He remarked that 
gloomy as their prospects were that night, there was no saying 
how soon the Lord would revive his work. He also made out 
a draft of a petition, insisting on the Persbytery to continue Mr 
Robertson among them, stating that he was paid up till next 
term, and they would use every exertion for his support. Mr 
Peter Bannatyne, a respected elder of the congregation, was 
appointed commissioner to insist on their petition, as he might 
see cause. 

This representative of the congregation was the father of 
Mr William Bannatyne, whose son is the Rev. Peter Banna- 
tyne, the second ministerial son of the congregation, to whom 
E may refer here. He was born in Bishop Street, baptized in 
the first church, commonly called the " Wee Kirk," a dimin- 
utive name which the present church has hardly outlived. 
The third church, which is looming in the distance, and which, 
I trust, my successor, if not I, shall see, ixY\i&\. Vi^ '^S. -^ ^^^ \ 
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and size that shall finally extinguish that name. He studied 
at the Glasgow University, and at the United Secession Hall, 
from 1836 to 1844. While residing at Kirkwall, iu Oir^^j 
as a teacher, he was ordained as an elder in that influential 
congregation, under its able and energetic minister, the Rev. Dr 
Paterson, well styled the Bishop of Orkney from his abundant 
labours there. This ordination at Kirkwall has led to his 
being erroneously described in Dr M'Kelvie's Statistics as feom 
that place. We in Rothesay are not disposed thus to yield 
our claim to him as one of our honoured sons. He was licensed 
by the Glasgow Presbytery on the 14th Jany., 1845, preached 
his first sermon in this church, on the 19 th day of that month, 
and always regarded this as his native congregation. After a 
brief probationer s career he was called and settled in Hexam, 
in Northumberland, 19th Nov. 1845. He was translated 
18th Nov., 1848, to the newly formed congregation of Blantyio^ 
where he ministered with much acceptance, and with a high 
character for fidelity, kindness, and courtesy. Health failing 
him, he resigned 10th April, 1878. Rest and freedom from 
ministerial work were blessed of God for his restoration to I 
health; and a new sphere of labour was opened to him, for which 
he possessed many qualifications, viz., the Secretariate of the 
Anglo-Indian Evangelization Society, whose object is to promote 
the spiritual interests of Europeans and Eurasians, scattered 
throughout India. In that capacity he stifl labours with 
ability and zeal. He has often preached here, when assisting 
at the communion, residing here for holidays, or pleading the 
cause of the society he represents. His testimony to the earJ|y 
merabers of this congregation is that they were "noble bodiesi 
Godly people, with a good deal of the spirit of the Coyeoanters 
in them." 

/4_ %. 
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When Mr Robertson's resignation was before the Presbytery, 
at a meeting in Glasgow, 7th Nov., 180^, he frankly acknow- [ 
ledged how painful it was for him to demit his pastoral charge 
of a people with wnom he had lived in aninternipted harmony 
for more than nine years, receiving uniformly every mark of 
dutiful attention, accompanied by a generous concern for his 
support and comfort. He, at the same time, gave reasons for 
adhering to his demission, chiefly arising from his belief that 
their difficulties could not be easily overcome, and that he could 
not get assistance at the communions. The people, on the other 
hand, maintained that they had hitherto provided for him accord- 
ing to their promise and ability, were prepared to continue to do 
so, were greatly attached to him, and had a sincere desire for tlie 
continuance of his services. They considered he had been rather 
premature in offering his demission, deprecated the idea of his 
I leaving a congregation in which he was so highly respected and 
so deeply beloved, and they would make every exertion in their 
power to afford him the pecuniary support he had received from 
them. Both parties having been heard, the decision was 
delayed. On the 9th Jany., 1810, a further petition from the 
congregation was presented, bearing that though extremely sorry 
at Mr Robertson's determination, no difference had taken place, 
nor ever an angry word passed all the time he had been going 
in and out among them, they nevertheless would not throw any 
barrier in his way, although their best wishes and prayers would 
follow him, wherever he might go. "After again hearing par- 
ties at great length, and deliberating maturely and seriously on 
this disagreeable affair, it was agreed, nemine contradicerUe, to 
accept Mr Robertson's demission." 

In his farewell discourse, Mr Robertson unfortunately 
advised the people to return to the E&ta.b\isJasA. CSosss^i^ — ^»x 
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advice which was quite uncalled for, and gave great offence. 
Though the J were poor, and frankly acknowleged that the 
stipend they gave was inadequate, yet they felt that higher 
interests than pecuniary ones were involved, and they had no 
idea of lowering their flag, or abandoning their contentions 
for the truth, on account of temporary difficulties, which they 
hoped would be overcome by faith and perseverance. Having 
applied to the Presbytery for advice and assistance, that court, 
on the 15th May, 1810, recommended that a collection should 
be made on their behalf in all the congregations within the 
bounds. With that help and sympathy they tided over their 
difficulties, and continued as they had hitherto been, a centre 
of light and usefulness in the comaj unity. There i-> no reason 
to believe that Mr Robertson's advice was prompted by any 
other consideration than an exaggerate J view of their difficult- 
ies. His subsequent career pro/ed his thorough loyalty to the 
principles of his Church, as well as the high esteem in which 
he was held. From a sketch of his Life and Character, which 
appeared in the United Secession ^Magazine for June, 1835, I 
make a few selections. 

When he left this church, he went on the probationer's list, 
soon received a call to Stranraer, and was settled there in July 
10, 1811. His labours there were able, acceptable, and success- 
ful. His business habits, correct judgment, and intimate 
acquaintance with the forms and history of the Church, as well 
as the confidence placed in him, led to his being chosen clerk 
of the Presbytery of Wigton, which office he held for 15 years, 
and also to his being raised to the moderatorship of the Church. 
The only two sermons he published were an ordination sermon, 
and that delivered by him at the opening of the General 
Associate Sfnod, when he was closing his moderatorship. The 
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latter I have not seen ; the former I happen to possess ; and 
from the perusal of it, I concur in the remark made by his 
biographer — "The originality of thought, and the polish of 
style in both, cannot but inspire regret that he did not commit 
himself more frequently to the Press." The ordination ser- 
mon is on Numbers xx., 25-26, and is published in the 1st 
volume of Sermons by Ministers of the General Associate 
Synod. A singular coincidence between his ministry in 
Stranraer, and mine here, is that for 16 years he was the 
secretary of the Bible Society of Stranraer, which is just the 
same period I filled the same office for the Bible Society here. 
His last action sermon was from the text, " Father into Thy 
hands, I commend my spirit.*' His last sermon was from the 
text, " The blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin," and it is 
recorded of it that it " contained the marrow of the Gospel, 
the hope of the sinner, and the comfort of the saint" His 
character is thus delineated by his biographer. " Though not 
given to pay fulsome compliments to the dead, yet I feel my- 
self at perfect liberty, yea bound to say, that in the character 
of your late pastor, there were many excellencies, and some of 
them of a very high order. As a husband and father, the feel- 
ings of some hearts present speak his praise. As a neighbour, 
he was kind and courteous. As a scholar, his knowledge was 
varied and accurate. As a theologian, his views of divine 
truth were sound, clear and profound. As a preacher he did 
not amuse the fancy, but he did what was far better, he enlight- 
ened the understanding, and commended himself to the con- 
science of those who heard him. As a minister, I believe 
that you, after 23 years proof of him, are satisfied that he did 
what he could among you, in order to the faithful discharge of 
all the duties of the ministerial office. As a member of church 
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courts, lie was excelled by few, either in the knowledge of 
their fonns, or in the interest he took in the business that 
came before them — ^this interest he retained till almost the 
last day of his life. By the death of our father, the Presbytery 
has sustained a heavy loss. As a Christian, he was like many 
who have drank deep into the well of salvation, not communi- 
cative with regard to his religious feelings — ^he showed, rather 
than said, that " to him to live was Christ.'' In his last and 
lingering illness, his graces of humility, meekness, gentleness, 
patience and resignation shone conspicuously, being, I doubt 
not, called into exercise and sustained by faith " in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus." He seemed to view the approach of 
death without alarm, and on the morning of the 19th Feb., 
1835, in the sixty-first year of his age, and the thirty-fifth of 
his ministry, he departed this life, I believe, at peace with all 
men, and I hope at peace with God." 

These facts and statements I have thought proper to reproduce 
in order to set Mr Robertson's character and abilities in their 
true light, and to show what a privilege they enjoyed who had 
ten years service of a minister who was so highly honoured in 
his life, and so well spoken of after his death. My belief is 
that it is not known that one of the ministers of this congre- 
tion occupied so high a place in the esteem of his brethren, 
and of the Church generally, as to be ultimately raised to the 
highest dignity which the Church could confer upon him. 

Immediately after the vacancy caused by Mr Robertson's 
resignation, the people had, with their usual promptitude, 
applied for a supply of sermon, which the Presbytery acknow- 
leged that it was impracticable for them to give, in consequence 
of the paucity of preachers at their command. There was no 
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sermon from the second Sabbath of May till the second Sabbath 
of August, 1810. This irregularity of supply had a very serious 
eflPect on the congregational funds, which depended to a large 
extent on the adherents, who of course fell off. The members, 
however, were not discouraged, but remained firm and united, 
seeking divine direction, while using every effort to maintain the 
causa 

About this time, the Rev. James Imrie frequently officiated, 
and on the 15th Dec, 1812, by appointment of Presbytery, 
presided in a moderation, which resulted in a call to Mr John 
Miller, signed by 18 members and 83 hearers, the stipend 
promised being £80 and £10 for house rent. The Presbytery 
referred the call to the Synod to meet in May following. Mr 
Miller being under call to Linlithgow as well as Rothesay, the 
Synod, notwithstanding the able and earnest pleadings of the 
Rev. Dr Mitchell on behalf of Rothesay congregation, to which 
he was always a faithful friend, decided in favour of Linlithgow. 
The Synod reserved the decision of competitive calls absolutely 
in its own hands. Disappointed and distressed at this decision 
though they were, the congregation, with characteristic persist- 
ency, applied anew for sermon. 

Again, on 26th April, 1814, they applied for a moderation, 
which wa§ granted, on the condition that they should offer the 
minimum stipend fixed by the Synod, viz., £100, which they 
subsequently did. The call was presented at Glasgow, 14th 
June, 1814, subscribed by 17 persons, elders and others, n.em- 
bers of the congregation, and a paper of adhereuce, subscribed 
by 116 ordinary hearers, in favour of Mr Blyth, who declined 
it, notwithstanding urgent reasons presented to him, to in- 
duce his acceptance. 



TP!^'"'*r"nc«itoHV^Hnnpima«HiF 



Vhmeon tet AcUbresaML Mr V^Kdo, md ihen Ite «aBgnQplM. 

jO^Aolnded the Bfiimm of rtbe dfy mO^ * aimm £b(hi jB. 

(Oor. 3ir., M, '' W« prajf you in CSirifit's etoad, ^ke yeatwiwiW 
4^ iOocL' 13m Fmbylary teirii^ ^ratwnied io Am pM 4f 
-Mdfitingy Mr MIN'ab defdaced ius ^vdBingness to mktfnhe ftp 
|arBi«4& «f qoeetiioiia when deewd. WliereBpott Us 
;liiddad to tbe jqU, acd lie took Ius octtt in (tiio PBtth(7ta|r> 
James M'AUster, <dder, from Eothe^a^.'' 

^' Tke ftttandaim at this ordination'' Dr M^Attite (M|n^ 
lacge, and the wekoma guren by ^e jneinben» itJspiil ii9 j» 
iuunher, and the hearen, i^raa most coidiaL The f imrnii W 
ibeen .yaoant fuUy five and a hall [jpaais. E had iiMin dmmit 
:debt £rom ihe time of Mr fiog'a settlenumt, the iwaTHmrwii^^hfi 
setting ^ ezampk to their anooeaaors^ to ac^ .and 4p lik— ina^ 



It 40 not euiprifiing 4iiat daxing die vacaaacj the 
tiioa BuffBred a loss of menJ^sa a&d adherent;. 1%e onuukr 
rather is tibat they were not extinguished l>y tMv 
tidala and long yaoan^. Among mambera ^ Ifba d< 
natixm xwutiside <^ Bothesay^ them was a atiimg danii <to 
mftintaim the >eangregationyaiid ihat a goitableminaifctrAoriML 
he got for it The idcfi was pvennal^nt AaA 4» 9<rthMf 
waj^ ithe c^pit^l xtf t}ie MighlaiidSy if anyth&iig -wm 'tp iM 
done ^ ihem, the basis of operation nuuft bp Aeeeu Jtf* 
ooidin^^y, ^diep Mr M'Sbihy At the meetiBg in :]QSdkbi|igb, 
aooepted the>call, 4;h6re was a kind aI onratum gnen ibrntf lAi 
Beer. Or Miitohe^ being partioolar^ g&aajr^in kis erpBaaaim 
of ffi^tiafaction. A committee jof Ss^xund was aabfliiqMWi% 
appoii^ted, with^the late Da¥i4 Anderson, Esq.,- 
ia sgered is all die Chiirches, ff or ooaattner^ iwho T^tad 



r 



% 



wtely^ ia IAb SigUueda, |toitod siaiftioiiSy toKtoBd ^ougngk- 
HacA, and i^nitd on ttiiisia»try optratimift, mtk great fmergT", 
aw^eiwtt •(£ piBpMe, and not a little nmeett. JOn tiiMe 
ItfbMm lb MUiab itequetttljr took {Not. 

'Under lum the congregatun veviyed ctinsiderabfy. Wben 
te dud axm ^bbeut SfQ ywM in tbe socmstr^i;, ikt dd mittireh 
wsA lennd to be inconiweniLeBt And imsaitabie, iand was^ mctte- 
evvr, xequsriiig somiderabiiie Mpaks. On tiie 5th October, 
i/8d5y a proposal wae mdo to iMiild a jmw chnidh, ^Md earned 
hf a -miaJQnitj lol 55 to ^ ^* A ^comiBittoe -was appointed^ con- 
jMBting of Jamas M^AIIidtor, Tltonas Limton, Adam iPick, and 
Jchsi M^Eiwen for the town, aod. Thomas fintsoti and DaTid 
Bbkr far the country, to carry eat it&e Tietfs of the congrega- 
UcKi, iROth foil powers either to build xm tiwir old site or elae- 
frhere, and m all matters connected therewith to act as they 
abonld see best for the interests of the congitsgation*" The 
Donunittee «xaidaed tarioua sites, and on the 9th May, ldd6, 
T^orted to the congregation that they had ptudiased Captain 
Btewartts property, fronting Bridge Street and Bridg^end 
fitoeat for j£55C. This purchase \ir&s ^proved of, and ooU6c- 
iosi) tnaie and female, were appointed to uplift subscriptions' — 
Mr John M^£wen to be contener and treasurer* A deputa- 
Hon was iMfit to Hhoigow to consuit with the "S^w, Drs Mitchell 
and SLcii^ Janoes Mitchell Esq.^ and other influ^tial friends, 
«7ith a iriew to obtain assistaace. These entered heartily into 
.Ae laatter, leodered raluable ^lervioe to thl^ 00S9U3fdttee in 
tdjiMting subscriptionSi and afterwwds reoeiyed the warm 
thanks of the coiigregattoti. The committee employed Mr 
Baird, a Glasgow architect, to prepare plana of ^e new church, 
and adyise regarding the mte. Notwiths^ading all tjua care, 
one cannot but regret li)»t gresto %Sl«!^ '«%^ ^^"^ ^sas^^ ^^ \ 



M. 



^ 

60 HI8T0BICAL BEKTOB* 

aecure a ffoni nte in tlie Baj, which would not yrohablj 
cost at that tnne a rety modi largor som than the one 
bonght ; or failing that» that they did not retain to thoou 
and build on the oomer fteadin^ Thia thej sold, witi 
cottage thereon, to James Marshall, Esq., for £340, stipo] 
** that the boondary wall be nine feet dear northward fro 
chnrch, extending in a direct line from Bridge-end Strei 
the east^ to the djke at Daniel Gillies' property on the 
and that at the distance aforesaid of nine feet, Mr Ma 
shall only haTe power to build the height of the window 
ot the present chnrch, bnt at the distance of thirteen 
northward from the chnrch wall, or fonr feet beyond the 
feet as formeriy stated, Mr Marshall may build to any h 
and these restrictions are imposed to secure a sufficiency of 
to the churdu'^ At Mr Marshall's request these restri( 
were modified to the effect *' that there was to be no restr 
on the four feet north of boundary line for the di^tau 
twenty-two feet of that part of the property fronting B 
end Street, but that the said four feet should have the r 
tion imposed all the rest of the line foresaid to Daniel C 
property on the west, and further that the church tr 
restrict themselyes not to build higher than the window s< 
present church on the nine feet betwixt boundary lin( 
church, beginning at the same distance from Bridge-end ^ 
to which he was willing his four feet of ground shoi 
restricted." These stipulations explain the existence of ( 
ular recess in the boundary line, as it at present stands 
distance of twenty-two feet from Bridge-end Street, the : 
for which is not otherwise very obvious. 

They sold their old church for £175, the purchaser of 
converted it into a two-storey house^ the upper portion of 

i^^ — ■ — — ' — 
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Iras made into a hall, in which the Episcopalians worshipped 
for a time, and the lower portion of which was let for a pnblic- 
honea This incongraoos utilization of the old church gave 
tiae to the application to it^ of what was believed by many to 
be an original composition, but which, I have no doubt from 
what I have heard, had been applied to several similar build- 
ings before :— 

The spirit above is the spirit of lovep 
The spirit below is the spirit of woe ; 
The spirit above is the spirit divine, 
The spirit below is the spirit of wine. 

The ditty was otherwise rendered by the Bev Dr Bitdhie, of 
t3ie Potterrow, Edinburgh, who, when preaching a temperance 
MnooB in the new church, gave this version of it :«- 

There's a spirit that dwells above^ 

And a spirit resides below ; 
But the spirit thai dwells above 

Is quenched by the spirit below. 

The new church was built in 1836. The principal contrae- 
ton were Mr David Duncan, mason ; Mr Alexander Hunter, 
Wright and ironmonger; Mr James Millar, shiter; and Mr 
Alexander M'Dougall, plasterer. Dr M'Kelvie, in his statis- 
tics, says it cost about £1000; and though I have not been 
able to ascertain the exact cost, I have seen documentary 
evidence which shows that that estimate is not far from the 
mark. 



\ 
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wbflr lladr takm ». dittp and* aetiTft atenefr. in tiieMi andi <il 
m«MiMs eonncstoi wiitti t^ coDgzegaldoi^ nseivod a Inndso 
prosenAafliDii of fma oIimt oamcHeaticks and 1imio» wSmv wdn 
in. lee^gRilmni ol Iob. yalisiilft soroccaj. on wluch Uw IoUdim 
inaiBii^Qaat iw» cageaiv^ u-^**- J}i m t mbt d i t» Mr Jfoimt M'Evi 
by the members of the Secesiion Chnrch, Rotheaaj; mtnJ 
of their esteem of his character, of gratitude for the inter 
he has taken in th« welfare of the congregation, and parti 
larly for his indefatigable exertions in the erection of tl 
new church. 1837." The presentation was made by 
M'Nab in warm terms, at a meeting of the congregation 
the 8th January, 1838, and was suitably acknowledged by 
M'Ewen, 

The subscripMon started for the new church does not app 
to haye b^en very successful at first, for in addition to the £ti 
obtained in 1837-8 from the sales already referred to, on 
7th June, 1837, they took a bond on the property for £4 
and incurred a floating debt, which a": Get, 1839, stood 
£150. At that time the Hey. Dr Kbg and David Anden 
Esq., from Glasgow, visited the congregation, and the re 
of the stijnulus they gaT<i. was that the floating debt 
nearly cleared within a year. At Nov., 1845, the debt rest 
on the congregation was X450, being the original bond, 
subscription was opened, which amounted at first to XI 
and att Oct., 1346, to X236 16s. The bond was caEed up i 
paid at Nov., 1846, a temporary advance of £232 being m 
by the treasurer for that purpose. This advance was redu 
to £87 by June, 1847; to £66 by Oct following; to X26 
Oct, 1849 ; and by the end of that year a soiree was helc 
celebrate its entire extinction. 



sltoil^ tMSSHv kft lilMil^ nev ui tV^oltM, boildiiag a plain* but 
d4ibetl^-9StiM&vy ia^aoobvdaltab^ with> tkeii* meatoui) fbp the woi<^' 
sMpi (^ f&e» li^t l^h, and ph>viilLng^fo9 theoostof it withina' 
rMibiftfbi^tiltebe^of feB,)ts. To* a small- extent it is* certain; 
aflli^ fii^ a^lttrtlU3ir ei[teii4^ it m probable^- t^at the debt liquidation 
fiibd^ilWl^tiHleiicid^^i^'BM)!^ than* the buildihg of the chui^b. 
OlS»M($fia£d!^ficiUi# the^ oAliaaFy fimdfr of the congregation 
haul W be^ m<^ and lAiese were (o^ovided for partlj from the 
8ii»Mli^eibtt8'f<5r^ dfebt lil^uidation; and paptijr fr6m special 
c^tttst^toHoteto what^ was called "A Congregational Society/' 
ottfihlj^' s^^rted by weekly and monthly coatiibutionB,' not 
IdfglBPki^theiaiselvei^, but whose aggregate- materially promoted 
tii^ 4M in* vii8#. It was comparatively speaking Bt day of< 
airibll^Oiifigs; aiki^ili^M^Nab*B well-known aversion to speak 
abi^ll^ money nlattei^; xi^ay not have^ conduced ta the'disvelop- 
iMttt^df the- liberality of the congregation. But, all things 
oMsider^, there- is no reason for looking back on thits period 
d^ ftfh congregational histoix with' other feelings- than those 
d^gnttitude aSkl'satii^actioQ. 

AboM^theiyeai^ l^5f5,oif perhaps a short time' before that; 
a^ cibsii^J began^ to be manifested, in considetati6n of Mr 
liHSDa^Js^ lobg and' Mthf ul services, to lighten his work add* 
^^^Mm^ some' assistance iti its^ discharge. At firsts this ' desire 
toc^ the siap^ ot getting a^ probationer oncea m^nth to preach 
slt^dne o# thtf (mlinary dlets^ of worship, and' give- an evening. 
sMbom By^ and- liye it- developed into » strong- wish to get 
a^ddllnai^ No one opposed tln^ wish on' it»' merits, but 
s^nKi^dill not^see their^ wdy tb the* support of tw&Diimsters 
Vb^- iHiib' \t^ele- history of* the congregation Mtherto all sneh- 
lAaM^H^ had tteenf- d«cixM unanimously^;' but for a^' time it 
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C3 mncme'iJL b<«c». 

gfttfoir Ibul uicUBftsed! t& abmit 200^ ii&mbAM^ «ii^ ^faftH^ 
assistants^ «o- aboa» 2{fO. Tlfe KlMnftfitjr of tlloieoiigPBg! 
hsfti atsoBtmr greatly dev^bpecf, andi I9iey felib'tSLae tfiMjp 
varrantdd' in trndertaMng' 1^ acMttiooftl' fssptfosiiySitiiM^ 
secondf pastioratie. The cM wad <My soslSttttecIf by* tlk^ Pr 
tery^ and accepted hy me; and' my indiretibn' wa» appotnt 
take place on- tte 2fad^ Not. , 1 85B. "t>i «iat cfey ttte- Pi! 
tery met at Rothesay, the Rev. Gilbert Meikle, mod^ 
Sederunt with' Him-: the Revs; Sisimuel M'Nabi Witti Fr 
AfidVew Morton, James Inglis, David Duff; ministerth; 
Malcolm' Eeith^ elder. The Rer. Alek. Sttnth; Vt^* Gh 
Innellan ; Rev*. Dr Smith, Biggar; J. W. Borliind, Qtas 
F. M'D6waU> Alloa; David Ronald^ Salteoato; Wm Be< 
Bnthergllsn; and James Banie,- Camwath^ beiiig pi^iee&t) 
in^ted t^'oonreepondi The^edidt being duly sewed^ the 
Davids Ihiff' be^n' with^ devtotional- s^mties,. and^^ p^ 
{rom- J^chA' vi% 2^^' Jesiui answered and said uaato tbem^ 
is the work of God, that ye believe ott him^ wtiom^ bei 
sent." The Rev. Gilbert Meikls' i^ l&e a^ufld famk^ ind 
Mr Haofarlane; and' ^(cb^sflped^ to^ Ukn^ sdietfbl^ adbu>m 
and the Rev. JiEuttes Ihgtiie addresised^ Iflte. (Aufg^etgatlonw- 
other nsual* dtbps wera^Daften) and-tb^dDstCin^ w^ clK>s6d 
prayer. 

JlAitSiP M^MLifiH' (Elerki'''' 

AtrtHe timeof mf ind^Jction^K&cM^'Wtt^an iin>nsaaPr(fH 
awaliening in the eommuni^^ kt ^itli» a^ yotfng man 
third ministerial son of the^ oongr€fg»tion', Mif JameiE^ Tb 
Canipboll GjIIea, took a prominent* and^ hoflourttblfe parti 
is the grandsoir of' Lieutenanl^ Blaek', long* am esteemed 



'. ^ 

in IblB oongtegattNH w&o motatftfaecfa dte^cl^ prajermeetihg 
in bjy ovnst hooBB) and o^epwise' took a deep ihtereet itx ^tv 
oongMgatien, sract whose t^^'o^respeatod^dflmg^ljen are still' wi^^ 
uat Afo' Gkdlao' joibed* thiif^ ehuroli' in' Januar]^ 1*858, wfioi b« 
wav » aMent in' Glasgow University: In aessibo' r859^60 lir 
dia^i^gaMled fiiinseH hj tailing the' prize in* the- logic class* 
fotp » poem on the death of Sir John Franklih, t^' ftimons 
Arotao navigator. On awarding the pnze, Professor Buchanan, 
bretten of the I^te minister of Kingarth, made graceful refer» 
eiie6> to t!be successful competitor's not onlj bearings the name, 
bilft possessing much of the poetic spirit of the' distinguished! 
autBor of the ^* Pleasures of Eope." The poenr was affcer^ 
wards pri'ntied^ for private circiilation, amd^ I maybe permitted' 
to^^ote'the opening lines as a specimen* of iter- merits. 

^0&>! EnglAiid; lei tihine eyerdrop tb»s^ 

Ju doTids distil the dew; 
The feaffs we f%iz. would ne'er iTidulge,, 

Have proved, alas! too tme. 
Ftanklin, with all his followers, 

Li«i> coffined in the snow; 
ITaUto) like leayes in Aaturo%. 

Whenrthe blasts of Winter Uow. 
Deep wer« the sighs each bosom heaved 

That day upon the shore; 
When aohing hearts gaihediioitii k. pxa^^eiv 

A blessing to implore, 
4ji that .brave band of heroes bade 

Their island' home farewell^ 
Aad sought on HopeVangelie iriiigt' 

Their sadness- ta dispel. 
Yet bright-eyed Hope lei lall.& tear. 

And cast a glance behind, 
An^ Love inrmemozy^ temple saw^ 

^Shalparenkhomeoudiri&Bfib** ^^ 
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Mr Gillian held many evangelistic meetingB here in the 
Summers of 1858-59 and -60. These meetingB were well 
attended, and there is good evidence for saying that they 
were greatly blessed to many. Most of the clergy in the 
town, and many of the leading laymen, formed themselTea 
into a conference, to encourage and guide the meTementb 
United prayer meetings were established, at first daily, and then 
weekly, and ultimately monthly, in which lattei form they 
were continued till 1865, when the attendance fell of^ and 
they were given up. During their continuance they were 
instrumental in promoting a spirit of life and love, both 
among the ministers and laymen who conducted them, and 
among the membeis of the different denominationa who at- 
tended them. The arrangements for them were at first made 
by Mr Gullan and the Bev. Mr Webster, a missionary of the 
Free Church, and after their removal from the locali^i by 
appointment of the conference, fell into my handa 

Mr Gullan afterwards joined the English IVeBbyteiian 
Church, completed his studies in their oonnectioni was li- 
censed by them, was ordained at Swansea in Sept, 1864, 
inducted at Beading in June, 1876, called to Glasgow Augoa- 
tine Free Church, and settled there in April, 1884. He has 
often been appointed to 4X)nduct evangelistic services in Tarioua 
parts of Scotland and England, for which he possesses special 
qualifications. 

When Mr M^ab was approaching his jubilee the question 
was considered whether that event should be celebrated at the 
beginning or at the close of his fiftieth year. It was decided, 
as I think Wisely, that as the trumpets under the Jewish 
economy were sounded at the beginning of the fiftieth year, 
and as no one could foresee what might happen during the 
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year, it was proper to take the earliest opportunity to celebrate 
the eyent A committee, composed of leading gentlemen of 
yarions denominations, was appointed, of which I was chosen 
convener and treasurer, to arrange for the celebration in Sept., 
1864, and to promote a suitable testimonial A general feel- 
ing existed that as Mr M*Nab had neyer enjoyed a fairly 
adequate stipend for the position he occupied, this opportunity 
should be taken of making his testimonial as handsome as 
poBsiblei We did our best, canyassed the congregation, and 
friends outside of the oongr^^tion in the locality and in 
yarious parts of the country, succeeded beyond our most 
sanguine expectations, and were enabled to present Mr M*Nab, 
through his life-long friend Proyoet M'Ewen, at the jubilee 
soiree, with a handsome solid silyer salyer and £500. The 
F^yost, in the exuberance of his feelings, called it £5000, 
which yerbal blunder created not a little amusement. 

Had it been at all a practicable thing, it would haye given 
me great pleasure to have reproduced and embodied in a per* 
manent narrative the whole proceedings of this auspicious 
occasion, as published in the local prints. But that would 
occupy a far larger space than such a historical sketch as this 
must be confined to. Suffice it^ therefore, to give only a brief 
vidimus of the proceedings. 

The Bev. Dr Johnstone of Edinburgh, on Tuesday the 27th 
Sept, 1864, preached an eloquent and able sermon from the 
text I Cor., IL 1-2 — "And I, brethren, when I came to you, 
came not with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declaring 
unto you the testimony of Qod ; for I determined not to know 
anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified." 
Jn the afternoon a large company of gentlemen and clergymen 
of different denominations, including the U.P. FresbyterY of 
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SO jDiTOBKUL saaoB. 

Paiale^ Mii Oneoock, «it -down 4e ^diiuMr^ wA PiviMBt 
^'Ewen AB^hainoan, and ike fiey. Measre rrtnce -ef Aiidiy 
jAd Dr JEMer of Ilothesajy as -croi^Bab Ymam Jumtiimmh 
wexe gpoken tobj tiie ohainnau, Mr Mure (aewLovd .Mim), 
Mr M'Nab, Mr Franoe, Mr EonaM, Sakooate; Dyr flWwr, 
fioihesajjr; .Sr Boff of Helensbargh ; Mr SteT«n al I^aiys; Dr 
Jatwatone, Sdmburgli; Deaa Hood, Mr Seouiar, BoAnwy; 
FvGwo&t Mackixc(7; Mr Macfadaad ; .Mi Muir, Folf^ ; J^iwmA 
Macbeth, Captain M*Neilage» Mr Wilson^towzH^leriE, a.iii otJMrB. 
Ia the Ajenii^g a orowdad soiree waa held in the clMHoliy at 
which I presided, and addresses were preeeAted io Mr M^Mab 
,^:0ia Ua aeaaioa a&d ooqgregatioi^ itom t2«e thiAjkmj of 
Faialey and Greenock, and from the Protestant miaiflten of 
Bute, all at which bose honourable iestiznon^ to Ite oateatm in 
which he was held. That £roxa his aessioa and eaiygpagatipn 
was as folloKBs:*-^ 

*Bo&c^y, 27th Sept, 1884. 

To THE Ejtv. Samuel M'Nae. 

Bespeeted and Ve^ierable 'J^ihsff^ 

Four oolleagae, seffiieQ,«iid congregation dodre toiakeadvwf 
tege of ihia auspicknn and intereBtin^]; occasion most cotdaaSOf a» 
oongratolate you on your entrance on tLe fiftieth ywt of jnoor 
Aiinistiy in this place. We hare no wish t9 indulge ol the 
langoage of flattery, which woiJd be im offensiTe to yon «8 it 
would be unworthy of ourselres. But we think that smch aj)t 
occasion calls for the expression of the sentimenta of e^em snd 
sifection whidh we sincerdy cherieb towards one who haa so 
long and faithfolly laboured in this comer of the Lord% Tine- 
yavd. We know also l^uct these sentiments are concurred in by 
fxry many, here and eisewheie, who h»re enjoyed the priTilege 
^ fow stated or cooaainiial nohustvations, and who luMre baA 
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fn ilie<osQ&iai7 CMme ^ idiyne ProandeiMe cdiese «ffe iew, H 

4H^, among us ^o joeai trace in ^memogrf^ ttfbl^ts'tiie xeeord «f 

^1pmr <«Dtire nofiiuetiy. A l^w «<^ TeBudn Who ^ivatn^ned ifeiir 

laett^ioBkent, but none iviie sigiied yoiv audi 4is mepibers «of idie 

congregation. Such an occasion as <ke 'prntiit is, thewfope, 

4K^ fitted fto^w;»k(in itMny MWktqs and sotogoa y^fleotConi^ -sug- 

.jg^sted by thiB a:!^cQ]lect^on gf {those who h%T@ facomtme to tiote 

.jAQsad ^waj Uom ui)4er jroor j^aini^trjr. iN(a^ aeyepe ;tnab, 

4JjK>, through Wihich jLt h^s pi^eaBed God (to c»u»e you pass, wjU 

Aato^y ^ HP befpr^ your mind, |n j$ga^ tp iwhich we hfty.e 

jbo-^^pess p]44^ uof (gigged syiOLpathy with jqu; and onr earnest 

prayer is that they may proye to uwi Ue^^u^ Wi4i^gujae, and 

that you may, as hitherto, be sujgpojrt^d and x^mforted hy JQEim 

yirho is the source of aH comfort. 

We hegfto 4{iS4^9 you t)uit tb^lmtP7^,ypttr liilestune h» not 
lioeB uxkwxjjitei^ in mwj hesktia. J^ ^gopd you^iayeheeA the 
J^o^QlM:ed ^ositi^^umeijiit i^ effeeUi^ ix^o^ foxn Jcap^qgajioA, .aud 
ifi this whole neighbourhood, the rgi^etA da^ wiU dedans. The 
many ezcellencies which by the grace of God haye distingjiu3h£d 
jour char^ter, th^ laborious and faithful manner in which you 
haye di8<?harged your yarloys duties, the ^ndness of h^art, the 
j^eat prudence, the honourable i^t^grity, .the thorough indepen* 
dence of spirit, and 'Jie u^rbanity gt .manner that haye aJl along 
characterised you, haye endeared jo^ jbo not a few now liying, 
as they did to many more who haye. gone to their rest. 

We cannot j^mn JroQ^ /idntortiQg ^ we ii«^ure of your 
ministry, whi^ l^ pjerhn^ps, mote JJmel 4i»f other secured to 
you many warm and ,gr»tQfuI &ii3nd% l^d t]l4it is the deep and 
kindly interest yon hare iskem in i^he y4)n^,'i«id that at a time 
when this department of pastoral labour was less cultiyated than 

iHi{g4]y it J]^ bittoty h^ Xouhsd the h>mw to be «wong 
the first to introduce Sabbath and weekda.^ ^^3bafifi»»l^x^iss^ssQ&> 
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that withholdeth more than is meet and it tendeth to poverty.*' 
Having had a large share in raising the funds for the jubilee, 
I was cordially asked to undertake the same duty for the 
manse, which I did, not because I thought it desirable that 
such a duty should be devolved on the minister, but simply 
because I believed that in no other hands was it likely to bo 
more successful. 

The first step taken was to get all the parties concerned, 
viz., the session, managers, trustees, congregation, and Presby- 
tery, to agree to sell the property in Columshill Street, and 
apply the proceeds, after paying expenses of transfer, to the 
manse fund. This was done, and the net result was £192 19s. 

The next step was to ask the aid of the. manse committee of 
our Church, who, through the late Rev. Dr Macgill, generously 
agreed to give £200, subsequently increased to £250, on con- 
dition of the entire cost of the building being raised within a 
reasonable time. The congregation made two subscriptions, 
amounting to £617 lis 6d, which included about £150 from 
friends outside of the congregation. It thus appeared that by 
far the larger portion of the subscriptions for the manse came 
from the congregation themselves. The whole income stood 
thus : 



Sale of Congregational Property, 
Contribution from Manse Fund,... 
Subscriptions from Congregation, 
Subscriptions from Friends outside, 
Interest on Sums in Bank prior to their 
being required, ... 

"Total Eeceipts for Manse, 



£192 19 2 

260 

467 11 6 

150 

19 18 4 

£1080 9 
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The outlay was as follows — 

Mr Anderson, Mason, 

Mr M^Kechnie, Wright, 

Mr M*Dougall, Plasterer, .„ 
, Mr Sniith, per Mr Paterson, Slater, 

Mr Cruickshanks, Plumber, ... .,. 

Messrs Galbraith and Winton, Marbles ... 

Mr Spence, Architect, 

Mr Kinloch, Ironmonger, 

Mr Peddie, Tide Deeds, 

Bate Estate, Lease Duty, 

Mr Bryce Ferguson, Vent Pipes, 

Messrs Douglas and Hunter, Measurers, ... 
. Mr M*Kirdy, Gates, 

Mr B. M^Lachlan, Well and Crib, 

Messrs M' Alpine and M*Nab, Gas Pipes, Bells, 
3 Gasaliers, 2 Grates, &c., 

Grounds, Roads, Fences, and other expenses, 

Total Discharge ... ... £1097 Oil 

Total Charge ... ... 1080 9 

Total Deficiency ... ... £16 11 11 

My intromissions with the jubilee fund were examined by 
two auditors appointed by the committee — viz., Archibald G. 
Hunter, and John M*Ewen jun., — and certified as correct, on 
6th January, 1865. Those with the manse fund were simi- 
larly examined and certified, on 9th January, 1871, by Hugh 
IL Campbell and Archibald Duncan, auditors appointed by the 
managers. The negotiations with the representatives of the 
Bute Estate in regard to a site, though somewhat protracted, 
were of a very courteous and agreeable kind. The Marquis 
being then a minor, his trustees did not feel themselves entitled 
to grant a feu : but they showed every ''w\SssL^^as» \a ^Jv^^^'ia* ^ 
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Among other remarks, I aaidy *' Mr M^Nab preached aU 1 
life the grand cardinal doctrmes of aalyation, and tbimgh 
might not be termed an eloquent preacher, he was a sooxid a 
impressire one. He was a man of sturdy independence, a 
would not swerve from what he considered troth and rigbtoo 
ness. He would be missed by a widow who soothed a 
sweetened his dying hours — ^missed as one of those who knit 
the little village of the past to the large and popnkms towc 
the present — missed by his attached flock — missed by 
community, whose best interests ever found in him a f riemc 
missed, you will permit me to say, as much as by any, i 
more than by most, by a colleague now left to stand alon( 
his work, who will mourn for a father, a counsellor, a fri* 
and fellow-labourer, with whom he has spent many a pleas 
hour, from whom he has received many a valuable advice, j 
in whose joint labours he has found a. source of much pr 
and comfort." 

Mr France, at the close of a most suitable and imprese 
discourse, among other remarks, said : — " Mr M*Nab was b 
of godly parents in the parish of Comrie, Perthshire, in 
year 1791 ; and was reared under the ministry of the E 
Samuel Gilflllan of that place, after whom he was named, 
received the rudiments of his education at Comrie, and the 
after, at the age of 14 years, he proceeded to the Univers 
of Edinburgh, where he prosecuted his studies according to ' 
curriculum of Arts there followed. Having completed t 
course, he was admitted as a student in divinity, under 
care of Dr Paxton, the Professor of Theology to the Qe 
ral Associate, commonly known as the Antibur^er Syn 
Ee was licensed by the Presbytery oi "El^xi mA ooJlkd 
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Rothesay, it being considered that his possession of the Gaelic 
specially fitted him for the sphere of labour here. The use of 
that language in public worship, however, was very soou 
relinquished, though sometimes continued in private visitation. 
His honourable, manly bearing, consistent deportment, and 
catholicity of spirit, secured for him affectionate respect and 
confidence. The community of Bothesay once and again gave 
practical proofs of their geherouS appreciation of his character 
and active interests in their behalf. Whatever doctrine he 
taught or duty he enforced, he associated with the Cross. In 
two departments of service in the Church, he appeared to excel, 
the training of the young and the conduct of the devotional 
part of public worship. He had also great aptitude in the 
Presbytery in superintending young men preparing for the 
ministry. He was a man of integrity, of tenacity, occasionally 
verging to positivity, candid, generous, given to hospitality 
ftnd a lover of good men.** Mr France concluded by exhorting 
the congregation to cherish his memory, follow his faith, and 
consider the end of his conversation, " Jesus Christ, the same 
yesterday, to-day, and forever/' 

A.bout the year 1869, it was found that the Church required 
considerable repairs, that the manse, which had been occupied 
from April, 1868, required papering and painting, and that the 
small deficit of its cost already recorded, should be removed. 
To meet these expenses it was resolved to have a bazaar, which 
singularly enough, though by pure accident, was opened on 
the 11th August, 1870, the anniversary of the settlement of 
the first minister, and continued for the two following days. 
Sir Peter Coats presided at the opening. It was entered into 
■with great spirit by the congce^^ioxi ^\A KJassa \snsscS^^ ^^^ssSi. 
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realised the handsome sum of £413 10s lOd, which amply 
served to meet the requirements. The stipend which had been 
raised at Mr M*N*ab*s death to £200, with £40 for house rent, 
till the manse was ready, had subsequently been augmented 
with £15 for expenses, and not long after the bazaar, had a 
further addition made of £50, at which sum it has since stood, 
riz., £250, with the manse and £15 for expensea The con- 
gregatign has increased by more than one-third in numbers, 
while its financial ability and liberality, both as respects 
the creditable maintainance of ordinances among themselves 
and their missionary and benevolent contributions, have been 
more than doubled. These facts demand my grateful recog- 
nition in closing this historical sketch, the preparation of 
which has been to me a work and labour of love. Let me 
express the hope that this outward prosperity may prove 
only a faint token' of that spiritual prosperity which alone can 
fulfil the great end for which any congregation exists, the 
advancement of pure and undefiled religion at home and 
abroad, the glory of God, and the good of men. That this 
record, imperfect and incomplete though I feel it to be in 
many respects, may form an incentive and stimulus to the 
congregation in carrying forward the Lord's work, and a 
source of gratification and satisfaction to many friends, is my 
earnest and sincere desire. 
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The Centenary Services were begun by a sermon to the young, 
by Eev. DuNCAK Ogilvie, D.D., of Falkirk, who, after a refer- 
ence to the occasion, and the importance of the young in re- 
gard to the century to come, gavd as his text, Isaiah lxv., 20, 
middle clause, "The child shall die an hundred years old/** 
He said that the whole passage was generally allowed to refer 
to Gospel times, and fully only to the time when the Grospel 
would be universally prevalent. Taking the text in that con* 
nection, it might be illustrated—* 

I. By applying it to length of life, ' He could not say that 
human life generally would be ever so extended as that one' 
at a hundred years would be a child ; but the tendency of 
the Gospel was to lengthen life. Its introduction and accept^ 
ance led to the suppression of the savageism and selfishness^ 
which found their outgoing in war and bloodshed, rapine and 
misery. The more any country became Christian so did the 
value and length of life increase ; for piety, love to God and 
service of Him, was accompanied with such living as tended 
to health and stren^}h and long life. After illustrating these 
points he remarked. 
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The Rev. Peter Macfaelane, B.A., minister of the congte- 
gation, preached in the forenoon from Psalm, cxvL, 12-13— 
" What shall I render unto the Lord for all his benefits towaFcLi 
me ? I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name 
of the Lord.'* He said — ^Weare met, my friends, this morning 
in deeply interesting and solemn circumstances. In the 
ordinary course of providence another communion season has 
come round, with its sacred memories and hallowed associations. 
And in the same providence, our thoughts are naturally this 
day carried back to 100 years ago— when the first minister was 
settled over this congregation. While these two events may 
very properly be referred to on this day, and must hold 
a place in our hearts and thoughts if we are rightly impressed 
by them, they do not for one moment stand on the same 
platform of importance and value. The one is deeply interesting 
to us as a congregation, but it is insignificant indeed, in the 
presence of that other event which is of world-wide and lasting 
importance — the death of our Redeemer. And yet it seems to 
me a ha])py coincidence that has linked for us this day these 
two events. Let us celebrate our Saviour's dying love as our 



i 



Hf ''^ ''=^- — " 

cmrrjusjL&Y ssi^viobs. 87 

first duty, and use the Centenary associations only as a 
means of deepening and strengthening our gratitude to God 
for his unspeakable gift In our exercises let us try to realise 
the spirit of the text alike in its application to both events. 
After some observations on the mutual influence of thought 
and feeling, Mr Macfarlane said — The Psalmist's highest and 
grandest out-bursts of emotion are generally founded on the 
deepest and most profound views of truth and duty. 
We have here memory recalling the past, gratitude thereby 
awakened, and piety guiding to the most becoming mode of 
expressing his feelings. This whole psalm is a song of thanks- 
giving for deliverance from personal distress, and relative 
unkindness. " The cup of salvation" has been regarded by some 
as the cup of affliction he had been called to drink, and which 
lie had found to be for his good, and would regard as to him 
'the cup of salvation." But more probably he uses the expression 
with reference to a Jewish family custom, according to which 
the head of the family, in token of gratitude for special family 
blessings, took a cup of wine, and having blessed it, partook of 
it himself, and gave to his family, his guests, and his servants. 
This custom was also in use on public occasions of thanksgiving, 
and formed a part of the public observances at the feast of the 
Passover. Considering the typical character of that feast, and 
its close connection with the Lord's Supper, which superseded 
it, we do no violence to the spirit of the text, when we apply 
it to the observance of our New Testament Passover, as a most 
suitable expression of gratitude for personal, family, or congre- 
gational blessings. The cup of blessing of which we partake 
is a symbol of salvation from temporal, spiritual, and eternal 
evils. It comes from the God of salvation, and is a recognition 
of Him as such. - Let us, therefore, this day recall the number^ 
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variety, and value of our mercies — iu calm, solemn, xaeditative 
mood trace step by step our progress through life — a,nd espec- 
ially review our spiritual life and privileges as individuals and 
as a congregation, and we shall know with what exuberant 
sentiments of love and gratitude we ought to use the language 
of the text in its various adaptations. In other modes too, let 
us show our gratitude. The Church demands and claims the 
exercise of Christian graces and activities. The world lying in 
the wicked one, presents a wide field for our energies. And 
chief in the practical outcome and manifestation of our grati- 
tude will be the cultivation of the spirit of prayer. The 
necessity for this rests on the Christian at every step and stage 
of his progress. No means can be effectual in strengthening 
faith, quickening life, promoting holy graces, and guiding 
activity, without the exercise of earnest, humble, importunate 
prayer. Mr Macfarlane closed his discourse, of which the above 
is only a brief outline, by earnestly enforcing the three-fold 
duty suggested by the text : 1st, To take the cup of salvation ; 
2nd, To give thanks thereby, and 3rd, To call pn the name of 
the Lord. 



THE COMMUNION. 

The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper was dispensed in the 
Church in the afternoon, when Mr Macfablane was assisted 
by Dr Ogilvib, and Professor Caldbewood. 
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The Rev. Prof. Calderwood, LL.D,, preached the Centpnary 
Sermon qf the congregation in the evening in the large Free 
Parish Church (kindly granted for the occasion by the Rev. 
David Somerville and his deacons' court). The church was 
crowded. The preacher chose for his text, Luke xv., 10 ** I 
say unto you there is joy in the presence of the angels of God 
.over one sinner that repenteth." In the course of an earnest, 
eloquent, and clear Gospel sermon, of which an outline is 
here given, he said : — It is characteristic of Christ's teaching 
that it attracted sinful men, who found that they were welcome. 
This altogether displeased the Pharisees and the Scribes or 
doctors of the law. These held that a holy man must keep 
himself sepai^ate from the unholy, and to them it was a reason- 
able test of the character of a man that he did thus keep 
far from those who dwelt in \^ckedness. Accordingly, their 
whole tendency was towards separation, — separation of the holy 
from the unholy. This exclusive and separatist disposition 
had sprung up under the Mosaic dispensation. Solemnly com- 
manded to keep themselves apart from the Gentiles, they 
inclined to treat sinners of their own people as outcasts. • They 
could not understand Christ's conduct in attracting sinners^ 
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and making them to rejoice in God as a God mercifu 
gracious to them. This central truth of the Christia 
tern was an offence to them. The Christian Church < 
day has still this lesson to learn that it may guard agiii 
exclusive spirit, and cultivate the large-hearted dispc 
which in the fulness of a great compassion goes forth t 
and to save the lost. In exposition of our Lord's ' 

Consider — I. God*s delight in the penitent On a first p 
this may not seem the leading thought of the text. 6i 
in reality the central truth. The angels rejoice as the an; 
God, dwellers in His presence-chamber, and sharing in H 
Their joyfulness is only an indication of God's delight 
truly penitent. For a full understanding of the text, w( 
take our place near by the throne of God, and thence c( 
plate the Son of God in the midst of the discontented ru 
the sanctuary, while he is giving a welcome to peniten 
be\v ailing their sinful Uvea Then will appear the fu 
mony of the Son's teaching, with his Father's com] 
towards men ; and the grand significance of the Holy i 
work on the earth. 

Consider II. The angeli joy over the penitent, 
angels, gathered around the throne, share in the 
their Lord. Their gladness becomes the index 
rejoicing of the King of Heaven. But this joy indies 
intimate acquaintance with the spiritual history of our 
It is as if there were some transparency through which 
eyes can pierce into the secrets of the human soul, e 
holding what we regard as the very secrets of our hearts. 
the penitent sinner they rejoice because his penitence 
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the beginning of a new life, — shows the opening of a well of 
love whose waters will gladden society around, — involves the 
prophecy and promise of an eternity of holy service in the 
midst of the glories of Heaven. 

Consider III, The light here thrown on the joys of 
heaven. We are all of us deeply interested in the future 
life, while we experience a large degree of uncertainty as to 
its characteristics. The angels know very much about our 
life \ we know very little about their dwelling and occupa- 
tion. While we think of the gate-way of death, and of our 
passing away into the unseen state, we are involved in much un- 
certainty as to what the future life will be, but the text supplies 
much encouragement as to the future. Although the Christian 
must pass from this world alone, he will not enter the heavenly 
gates as if he were a stranger there. He will be welcomed as 
one well known, and will find his place prepared for him by 
a Saviour's love. There he will have his dwelling with those 
with whom he had fellowship here on the earth, and with 
angels who had rendered thanksgiving for his conversion 
and progress in the Christian life. There he will find the 
same law of blessedness in life, as here, for in the heavenly as 
in the earthly kingdom God's children find the joy of their life 
in the good of others. There will he learn that the perfect 
life is not a monotonous uniformity, but is continually en- 
riched with the freshness of joy. There the angels' song 
is heard continually extending its cheering influence down 
our world's history, in the fullness of power, " Glory to God 
in the highest, on earth peace, good- will towards men." 

Let us learn the practical lesson, "Lay up for yourselves 
treasure in Heaven," Whatever betai ^ovx V^x^^\sjai8A ^ciSR. ^ \ 
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having treasure in heaven where neither moth nor rust doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break not through to steaL >Do so 
by faith in Jesus Christ, who reigns above ; by service, whose 
fruits shall be stored there ; by friendships which shall endure 
beyond death. 

Before concluding, I may be allowed a brief reference to the 
circumstances under which we are met, circumstances full o! 
interest in many ways. We are brought this day to the close 
of a century of congregational life in the midst of the towOf 1 
and this circumstance has in it not a little of instruction as we \ 
look back upon that long past, and forward to the futura We 
are here to-night on account of the first United Presbyterian 
congregation in this town celebrating its centenary. The con- 
gregation was organised in 1784, and we are here in 1884 
rendering our thanks for the tokens of good spread over this 
century of holy service. Although the congregation had ite 
beginning at the time named, it was 20 years before that, that 
an application was made to the Presbytery — at that time of 
Glasgow — for a supply of preaching, which was granted 
from time to time in Rothesay according to the supply at the 
command of the Church. At that early date we come upon 
an interesting characteristic of a very large number of congre- 
gations of what is now the United Presbyterian Church. These 
were composed of praying societies. When the preaching of 
the Gospel could not be secured, these praying societies contin- 
ued to miaintain religious life, until it would gather into a 
con^;regation under a settled pastorate. This was the history 
of tile first congregation in Rothesay, as it was the history of 
the first congregation in Glasgow. The United Presbyterian 
Church itself has now reached the 150th year of its history, 
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and you will observe that the Rothesay congregation, therefore, 
goes well back in the history of the Secession Church. It was 
in 1735 that Erskine and his companions came out of the 
National Church, first expelled from it, then invited to return, 
and then deliberately resolving not to return, because of their 
own desire for a pure and simple Gojpel, which was not found 
coming from the pulpits of the Nitionil Church. I need not 
enlarge on the baneful influence of Moderatisra. The country 
knew what it meant, and knew how it was blighted under it. 
A gospel which went no higher than the moral characteristics 
of our race, and urged only an honest effort to do our best in 
God's service, could not satisfy the people, and it did not 
There is a deeper mystery in human life, implying need of divine 
power to help and to deliver. Only from God himself could 
come the help which we need. For such a Gospel of Grace the 
■ Secession Church contended ; in such a Gospel its members 
delighted. It was in 1752 that the Relief Church originated. 
Gillespie was seeking precisely what the Erskines had sought 
before, thus giving another indication of the widespread feeling 
that evangelical preaching must be supplied if the wants of the 
soul were to be met. If there was a distinction in the early 
history of the two Churches, it was that the Secession Church 
showed more exclusiveness as regards the Communion, even 
going so far as to exercise discipline when its members were 
found communicating in any other Church, a strictness 
to be deplored, and from which we have to thank God we 
have now escaped. It was the characteristic of the Relief 
Church, on the other hand, to plead continually for free 
communion, which is now a prevailing feature in the United 
Chmrch, members of other Churches being welcome to its 
communion table. In referring to the history oi th^ <5jcvx«^- 
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gation in Rothesay, I shall not dwell on the present chajracte 

istics of the town in comparison with what existed 100 yea 

ago, but we may recall the fact that there have been five ministc 

in the midst of the people. I shall not dwell on the vario 

incidents of their pastorate, but speaking of those two who 8 

known to you here, I can say, in the hearing of the congregati( 

and under their approval, that the late Mr M'Nab y 

distinguished for his consistency and faithfulaess in 1 

discharge of his duty, and that the present pastor (and 

speak now for the whole Church) is distinguished for 

earnestness, devotedness, and ability in the ministry of i 

Gospel I would also express here — ^and it is only what 1 

congregation would desire me to say — my appreciation of ' 

generosity, kindness, and Christian sympathy of the Rev. 

Somerville and of the Session of the East Free Church, 

granting the use of this building for the present thanksgiv 

service. It will be to all a matter of interest to know, in c 

nection with this act of kindness, that a relative of the B 

Mr Somerville, bearing also his name, preached frequently 

the Secession Church in Rothesay when it was originated* 

this fact we can read something of the home-training i 

something of the Church-training of the people of Scotia 

A relative of him who now occupies the pulpit of this I 

Church preached to a former generation of the Secess 

congregation in Rothesay, now celebrating the close of 

hundredth year. I hope it may be held as an indication t 

the bonds of Christian fellowship are drawing closer and ck 

in Scotland. I feel honoured this night in addressing ti 

who belong to other Churches, and I will venture to expi 

the hope that w^e may be united in prayer, and in work, seek 

aD iiicreased degree of the spirit of unity among all 
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Churches of Christ. While working together we can still hold 
steadily and deliberately, but in the spirit of charity, our own 
Tiews, asking for light from above.. In this way the Presby- 
terian Church in Scotland will do in the future a far greater 
work for the country than it has done in the past. In 
elosing I shall only indicate how much it is to be desired 
that the extension of the Church in foreign lands should be 
increasingly encouraged amongst us. When the Secession and 
Relief Churches were united together in one body, one of the 
articles of their basis of union proclaimed the duty — " That this 
Church solemnly recognises the obligation to hold forth,as well 
as hold fast, the doctrine of the laws of Christ, and to make ez« 
ertion for the universal diffusion of the blessings of the Gospel 
at home and abroad." God grant to us all a larger amount of 
the missionary spirit, and as we remember that there is joy in 
heaven amongst the angels of Grod over one sinner that repent- 
eth, let us pray and work that the time may speedily come 
when the kingdoms of this world shall become the kingdom of 
God and of his Christ. 
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The Centenary Soiree was held in the New Public Halls 
this evening, when there was a large attendance, including 
representatives from all the local denominations. Rev. Peter 
Macfarlane presided, and among those on the platform were, 
Eevs. Dr Ogilvie, Falkirk ; Dr Boyd, late of London ; J. T, 
Campbell Gullan, Glasgow ; J. B. K M*Intyre, Largs ; J. 
Stevenson, Leith; J. Crawford, Maybole; J. K. Hewison, W. 
Macloy, W. E. W. Brown, W. Fraser, S. Crabb, and R. G. 
Weldon, Rothesay ; and P. Dewar, and J. T. Maclean, North 
Bute ; John Strathesk, Esq.; Bailies M^Kinlay, and Thom- 
son ; ex-Provosts Charles Duncan and John Duncan ; Messrs 
J. T. Wilson, R. McLaren, John M*Ewen, J. Cruickshanks, 
P. B. Ferguson, &c. 

After an excellent tea had been partaken of, 

The Chairman said his first duty was to welcome them all 
to the Centenary Soiree. The occasion was indeed a deeply 
interesting one to all connected with the United Presbyterian 
Church here^ and was also one fitted to be profitable to many 
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belonging to other denominations, interested in the progress 
of the cause of their common Lord and Master Jesus Christ. 
He was pleased- to find himself surrounded by so many 
representatives from the diSbrent denominations, and by so 
many eminent men — (applause). He read apologies for absence 
which he had received from Prof. Oalderwood, SheriflTOrr, Rev. 
Peter Bannatyne, Edinburgh (a ministerial son of the congre- 
gation) ; ex Provost D. Macbeth, Rev. Dr Williamson, Rev. 
John Rutherfurd„ Rev. David Somerville, and others. Mr 
Maefarlane then read a few extracts from the early history 
of the congregation which he had prepared. The Chair- 
man, in introducing the next speaker, referred to him as the 
youngest of three ministerial sons of the congregation, viz., 
Revs. Matthew Fraser, Peter Bannatyne^ and J* T^ Campbell 
Qullan, 

Rev. Mr Gitllan said he could not but regard it a» a great 
honour and privilege to be present on such an occasion. From 
all that he had heard in these deeply interesting extracts read 
by the Chairman, he felt almost overwhelmed with the responsi- 
bility of being regarded as a son of a congregation whose 
history was so singularly conspicuous, distinguished, and 
sacred. Be took it that another matter was in the mind of 
the session in doing him that kindness, and that was the fact 
that his revered grandfather (Lieut. Black) was very intimately 
connected with the congregation aa far back as 1815, and that 
near relatives still living were members of the congregation — 
(applause), rie had no dOubt that, with the progress made in 
these days, some of them ere long would have the pleasure of 
seeing and worshipping in an edifice more worthy of the position 
which the United Presbyterian Church h^ldmt\5c^^^avR.'^^'4jx^ n. 
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which it holds at this date — (appkuae). He was there as a 
humble son of that Church to offer his congratulations to thia, 
his mother Church, on whose head he was happy to find that 
after all there was scarcely a grey hair to be found at such a 
venerable age. But there was this about the Church of the 
living God, that she prepetually renewed her youth, and it 
was her privilege, as it would be her history, to abide ever fresh 
and strong, and young and bright — (applause) — verifying the 
traditions of the past 2000 years to a world that is siixgularly 
cultured and severe in its criticism, that the old vine stock 
had not by this time exhausted its sap, and was still able to I 
bud fresh, and to be fruitful still for the healing of the nations. 
He trusted that for years to come this congregation would 
sustain the traditions of the past, and that their Chairmaa 
might be long spared to minister to the congregation, and 
receive that affection and co-operation which his devotednesa, 
his sympathy, and warm-hearted interest in everything belong- 
ing to the congregation entitled him to — (loud applause). He 
concluded by trusting they would all feel more and more 
how incumbent it was upon them to carry forward as best they 
might that glorious Gospel of the grace of God, which was the 
refuge of the weary, the light of the world, the strength, glory 
and freedom, and the salvation of ^their great nation and the 
world to come — (loud applause). 

Bailie Maoeiklat said the duty imposed on him was a y^ 
pleasant one and he hoped it would be profitable to some one^ 
at anyrate. He was to make a presentation to Mr Macfarlane 
— (applause) — not becuse they were met to celebrate the Cen- 
tenary of their Church, but because of Mr Macfarlane's publio 
and private duties in this plaice ioi such a long time — 
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(applause). Mr Macf arlane had taken a very active part in all 
duties connected with the town. For a number of years he 
was secretary to the Bible Society, until they said to him 
'* Friend come up higher/ - and now he occupied the honourable 
position of president af that society. He had been a member 
of the School Board, and a very active one, and he also took a 
deep interest in the Bute Industrial School, and was one of 
the House Committee of that institution. Any one who at- 
tended the Greenock Presbytery would also know the services 
he rendered in connection with it, the duties he performed there, 
and the very admirable advice he at times gave them. These 
were a few of the public duties he performed. But to come to 
the congregation, he had been 25 years with them now, and 
when a couple were married 25 years, their silver wedding was 
sometimes celebrated. He did not think there was an3rthing 
to prevent pastor and people in the same way celebrating their 
silver wedding — (applause). Mr Macfarlane had attended to 
the sick and the dying, pointed them to the Saviour, and he 
condoled with bereaved relatives, while to such as were orphans 
he proved a second father. He had been trustee to many, and 
looked after their welfare till they were grown up. These 
were a few of the private deeds their minister had performed, 
and therefore they deemed it their duty to show, at this time, 
some mark of their respect for him. He had much pleasure in 
presenting Mr Macfarlane with a purse of sovereigns, accom- 
panied with a silver salver, and he assured them the purse 
contained a considerable amount. The inscription on the 
salver was : — " Presented to the Rev. Peter Macfarlane, B.A., 
along with a purse of sovereigns, by his congregation and 
other friends, on the celebration of the centenary of the con- 
gregation, and of the 25th year of hia mi3QL^&^'r| '«ssisssa^l^*'^R»ssssi« 
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two sections of the community might agree in knowing how 
to do so perfectly— (applause). 
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Mr John Stbathesk, author of '' Bits from Blinkbonny," 
and " Elder Logan's Cracks aboot the Kirk," was the next 
speaker, and his speech, given in the Scottish dialect, and in 
an amusing manner, was closely listened to and particularly 
enjoyed. He said he had known their chairman for a long 
time. Oyer 25 years ago they had got him up beside the 
fresh water at Lanark, but as it did not agree with him, they 
had sent him down to Rothesay to be kippered, and he soon 
got strong. There had been a great want of lay effort in 
Scotland in the past, and, illustrating the need of each man 
attending to his own duties, he asked them what they ^ould 
think of him if he went up to the captain of the Columba and 
asked him for change of half-a-sovereign or a bottle of aoda 
water. Mr Strathesk enforced the lesson that there was work 
in the Church for every class and every individual, by many 
appropriate anecdotes. He also pleaded for greater liberality. 

Rev. Dr Boyd expressed his congratulation to Mr Macfar- 
lane on his long and useful ministry in this place, and to the 
congregation on having attained their centenary. He hoped 
they would inaugurate the begining of their second century 
by taking steps to build a more fitting shrine in which to list^i 
to the eloquence of their minister. He scarcely remembered 
when he did not know Mr Macfarlane, it was so long ago. He 
said the people of Campbeltown yet told a story about him to 
the effect that when a young man he was asked to preach there 
in the pulpit of an uncle of his (Dr Boyd's). He was a little 
nervous, but tb€ beadle, in a comiot^ng TDtasai^t^ ^d. to him 
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— " Don't be so much put about, I was very much put about 
myseP the first time I went up to the pulpit." — (laughter and 
applause). In concluding, he said that Mr Macfarlane and the 
U. P. congregation of Rothesay had reason to lift up their 
Ebenezer and say *' Hitherto hath the Lord helped us." — 
(applause). 

Rev. Dr Ogilvm, Falkirk, said that Rothesay and Falkirk, 
although they might not think it, were very nearly related. 
There was once a battle fought at Falkirk, which was a very 
sad one for Scotland and for Sir William Wallaca The Scottish 
forces were overpowered by the English, and one of the great- 
/ est of the Scottish warriors who fought in that battle was Sir 
John Stuart, whose remains lie in the churchyard of Falkirk, 
beside those of a number of other Butemen who fought hand 
to hand and shoulder to shoulder for their country, and one of 
the finest monuments in Falkirk churchyard was erected by 
the present Marquess of Bute to the memory of the Butemen 
who fell in that conflict— (applause.) He was glad to be 
present with them that evening, and there was one fact to 
which he greatly ascribed their success as a congregation, and 
that was that they commenced with a praying society, and if 
they continued in earnest and devoted prayer, there was no 
fear of their progress in the future. The rev. gentleman then 
made a few remarks on the necessity of Christian liberality 
for the support of ordinances. He said the first act of woi*ship 
commenced at the plate at the door, and they ought to give as 
liberally as their means would allow. They could not all preach, 
but they could row the boat — (applause.) 



Rev. J. B. E. M'Inttbb, Largs, said he esteemed it o. ^pofti;. 
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privilege and pleasure to have the opportunity of being pres- 
ent at this soiree in connection with the centenary proceedings 
of the congregation* He had come there to pay a debt of 
gratitude to Mr Macfarlane on behalf of the Presbytery, for the 
many services he rendered to that body. Since he had heard 
the istatement read by Mr Macfarlane he found that he had also 
another reason for being present. He noticed that Mr Mac- 
farlane had mentioned Mr Thomson's name as being the first 
minister sent by the Glasgow Presbytery to Bute. That Mr 
Thomson, he was proud to say, although not a predecessor of 
his, was a predecessor of his wife's, and he had therefore some 
connection wiih him in that way. He (Mr M*Intyre) at that 
late hour of the evening, was not going to mail e a speech, 
but he could not sit down without saying that as a oo^presbyter 
of Mr Macfarlane's, he was greatly pleased tq see such a happy 
meeting, and the marked manner in which esteem was shown 
for him and his labours appreciated — (applause.; He had 
known Mr Macfarlane for a long time, and he had always 
found him to be a warm-hearted and obliging man, and a man 
of great tact and judgment in all cases of difficulty which had 
to be decided. He had no doubt the members of his congre- 
gation had not been so long associated with him without 
discovering that He was also a man who would not allow 
any obstacle to stand in the way of what he considered was 
his duty. Some time ago he had promised to go over to Largs 
to conduct the services in his church when he was from home. 
There was a severe snow storm. on Saturday, and the weather 
was so bad, that it was never expected he would come, and 
when late at night he did not appear, the bellman was sent 
round to intimate that there would be no services the next 
dajr^ or no Sabb&th, as it was sometimea said. What was th« 
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astonishment of the church officials, however, at ten o'clock on 
Sunday morning to see Mr Macfarlane come plodding up the 
street, making his way through the deep wreaths of snow. It 
turned out that he had persuaded Capt. Campbell to get up 
steam on one of his steamers, and send him across rather than 
disappoint the Largs people — (laughter and applause.) He was 
glad to have such an obliging man as Mr Macfarlane for a 
neighbour, and he heartily congratulated him on the present 
happy occasion. — (applause.) 

At intervals during the evening the choir of the church, under 
the leadership of Mr Christie, gave selections of sacred music 
in a very creditable manner, and a solo was admirably sung by 
Mr Alex. Millar. 

Before closing, votes of thanks were proposed to the speakers 
by Mr P. B. Ferguson, to the stewards, stewardesses, and choir 
by Mr Robt. M*Laren, and to the chairman by Mr Wm. Cuth- 
bertson. 

Rev. Mr Crawford, parish minister of Crossbill, Maybole, 
pronounced the benediction, which brought the proceedings to 
a close. 
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but the fear of the Lord recognises Ood as reconciled th: 
the blood of Jesus — a loving Father rather than an avei 
Qod. There cannot be a fear of the Lord and an outvf 
immoral life. It produces a holy life, and manifests Go 
fore the world. These Old Testament saints thought 
upon God's attributes as revealed to them in their Scrip 
We must imitate their example if we would be able to g 
reason for the faith that is in us. It is not enough to go 1 
House of God twice on the Sabbath ; it is not enough, i 
middle of the busy week, to attend the prayer meeting ; 
not enough that we, morning and evening, bow befor 
family altar : it is needful that we close our doors and com 
alone with our heavenly Fa^^her : we must meditate upo 
word, in order the better to understand His will, and i 
to holier lives. Meditating upon the character of Qo6 
afford contemplation, not only for the longest life, bi 
eternity itself. It is a blessed privilege to hold comm 
with God. These Old Testament saints *' spake often ( 
another." This is the result of experimental piety. The 
voked each other to good works. So we ought to speak 
together regarding the advancement of Christ's cause and 
dom in the world. It is so with all true saints. If we 
Christ we will do the same, and in return for our faith 
works, and prayers, God will send down showers of ble 
Consider the reward, (a) God hearkened and heard, 
book of remembrance was written, (c) they shall be 
in that day when I make up My jewels. God hear: 
answers prayer. Many believe theoretically in such a do< 
who do not realise all that it implies. God bends a lis1 
ear to every prayer of faith. We onght to have child-] ik" 
in His promises. Ood loves all His children. When a n 
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looks Upon her first bom in its cradle, her love is so intense, 
that she thinks she could not bestow such love upon another ; 
but afterwards she loves the other members of her family as 
much, while her love for her first-born has not abated. If we 
believe such love to be possible in the human heart, shall we 
deny its existence in the divine? The " book of remembrance *' 
indicates the permanency of the record — not stray leaves, but 
a volume ever lying open before the eye of the Great Gk)d. 
The preacher went on to speak of the blessedness of those who 
were God's children, the care taken of them while in the world, 
and their careful and complete gathering-in, like precious jewels, 
Bt the last day, to enjoy the glories of heaven for evermore. 
Jewels are rare : when found they must be polished and 
furbished, before they are fitted to adorn the bride, or sparkle 
in the coronet of the king. So it is with God*s saints. £y 
nature far from attractive, when washed in the blood of Christ, 
and sanctified by the Spirit, they are all fair, and no spot found 
on them. They are God's jewels by creation, by providence, 
and by redemption. He loves to call them by this endearing 
name, for they are dearer to Him than the angels who have 
never sinned. In the great day of recompense, their names 
shall be read out before an assembled world, and the welcome 
addressed them, "Well done, good and faithful servants ; enter 
ye into the joy of your Lord." 
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as wool'' That has been resounding here during a hundred 
years. " Come unto Me all ye that labour and are heavy-laden, 
and I will give you rest." You have had a hundred years of 
that ! A hundred years of calls to repentance, of wounded 
spirits healed, saints comforted, darkness turned to light, 
sorrow into joy. You have had a hundred years of teaching 
followed by such blessings. You have had a hundred years of 
all Gospel ordinances of the Word and of the Sacraments : of 
the baptism of little ones ; of the observance of the ISapper ; 
of the discipline which sifts, winnows, and reclaims. You 
have had a hundred years of Gospel liberty and of self-support^ 
of spiritual independence, of spiritual polity combining order 
and liberty, of the rightly-adjusted relations of pastor and 
people : a hundred years of Gospel labours^ maintaining and 
extending the means of grace, distributing to the necessity of 
saints, and of the providing of things honest in the sight of 
all men. You have had a hundred years of Gospel fellowship. 
How often has neighbour said to neighbour, and friend to 
friend during the century " Let us go up to the House of the 
Lord. A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand ! " You 
have had also the fruits of the experiences and memories of the 
hundred years — recollections of good work done, of departed 
worth and usefulness. You have had a hundred years of 
influence and opportunity — of effort to spread the Gospel at 
home and abroad. You have had this period of combat with 
ignorance and unbelief and at the same time of experience 
of the manifold goodness of God. While you confess with 
humility that the congregation has come short of the kighest 
expectations and standards, you acknowledge with gratitude 
what God hath wrought by its century of prayer and labour 
and testimony, "AR flesh is g;raBa.'' Inatiumduts pass away one 
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after another, the workmen change and disappear in succession 
but the building of God remains. The living Master-Builder 
abides. The word which is but of man is like the breath that 
gave it birth ; it is inhaled and lost. Only the creative Word 
endureth, and that which is born of it, according to the will 
of God. Age brings no decrepitude to the Church. The 
ever-living Word — the everlasting Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus— secures a perpetual freshness. Its youth is renewed 
like the eagle's. It brings forth fruit in old aga Look 
forward with faith and hope to the future, and forget not the 
Lord's benefits. Thank God and take courage. The Lord 
Lath done great things for you, of which you are glad. May 
this centenary period be to you as the beginning of months. 
Work while it is to-day ; knowing that your labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. " All flesh is as grass, but the Word of the 
Lord endureth for ever," and you belong to the kingdom which 
cannot be moved. And now be this our prayer, as we look by 
faith on our spiritual walls, " The beauty of the Lord our God 
be upon us ; establish Thou the work of our hands upon us, 
the work of our hands establish Thou it." Amen. 
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Dr Cochrane preached in the evening a sermon having 
special reference to the young. The text was in IL Chron- 
icles xiiL, 12th — "O children of Israel, fight not against 
the Lord God of your fathers, for ye shall not prosper." This 
was the remark of Abijah, King of Judah, to Jeroboam, King 
of Israel. Ten of the tribes had revolted, and the coolneBB 
between them and the remaining two had culminated in open 
hostility. When Judah wanted to force Israel back, God for- 
bade them to war against their brethren, and now when the 
wicked Jeroboam came up to war against Judah, Abijah sent 
the message which forms the text. 

The text is the language of intense solicitude. Such were 
the feelings of Christ before his crucifixion when he wept over 
Jerusalem and said, '' O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who miest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee ; how often / 
would I have gathered thee as a hen gathereth her chickens 
under her wings, but ye would not'' This is also the desire 
of God as expressed in the Old Testament, " Turn ye, turn ye, 
for why will ye die?'' That is still the language of the ascended 
Son of God, Arguments and coun'idia ate oft-times despised. 
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Let all who thus act retrace their steps ere it be too late. 

The whole of the Word of God is full of persuasions addressed 

to sinners to forsake their evil ways and accept of eternal life. 

The text is also the language of bitter sorrow, with an appeal 

to the memories of the past. It called up before Israel many 

reminiscences of how God had taken their fathers from the 

land of Egypt and brought them safely to Canaan, and the 

victories and deliverances He had wrought for them. Do these 

words call up in the minds of any now hearing me advices 

and counsels of pious fathers and mothers long neglected? 

May the recollection of such come back and awaken to a sense 

of their danger all careless and erring ones. There is such a 

thing as hereditary piety. Jacob acknowledged his obligations 

to the God of his fathers. There is an awful responsibility 

resting upon those having godly parents, and being brought up in 

the fear of the Lord to abide in that knowledge. No one who 

fights against the Lord can prosper. Look at the case of Pha- 

roah. So must it be with all who oppose God's will. Belshaz- 

zar drank wine before his thousand lords, but that very night 

the fingers of a man's hand wrote his doom upon the plaster 

of the wall, his joints were loosed, and his knees smote one 

against the other. That same night Belshazzar, King of the 

Chaldeans, was slain. Sennacherib with his 185,000 men 

encamped against Jerusalem to destroy it ; but the angel of 

the Lord went forth that night, and in the morning, instead of 

a proud invading Assyrian host, 185,000 dead bodies lay upon 

the ground. "Seek the Lord while He is near, call upon Him 

while he is to be found.'' I am sure that is the earnest desire 

of Christian parents for their children. As you live, so you 

must die ; and after death there comes eternity. Don't be 

misled. In a hut in Califoruia ou^ ol >iJcka ^^j^g^^Na^i '8»Si^s«!»-^ 
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His companions were watching him. He put his foot out of 
bed and swung it to and fro. When asked what he did that 
for, he replied that he was on the down line, and could not 
put the break oa Ah ! my young friends, you will yet come 
to the down line. May you so live now that you may have 
nothing to fear then. "When the city of Moscow was burning 
there was a dancing party in the palace, all unconscious that 
there was a gun-powder magazine underneatlL " One dance 
more!" rang through the palace, but before that dance was 
finished, all within the building were blown into eternity. 
" Be ye also ready, for ye know not in what hour the Son of 
Man shall come.'* In 1857 the steamer ** Central America" 
was coming home from California laden with gold, having 300 
souls on board. Many had been looking forward to spending 
their latter days at home, and in comfoii; ; but one day the 
" Central America " sprang a leak. She hailed a passing vessel, 
and the captain shouted " Lay by me till morning!" He was 
told his vessel was sinking, and immediate assistance wad 
offered. " Not now ; lay by me till morning !" was still the 
response of that ill-fated captain. Before the morning had 
dawned the " Central America " had sunk with all on board. 
My young friends, don't delay for a moment making your 
salvation sure. Take up and carry on the noble work begun 
by your godly fathers and mothers in this congregation. Then 
shall your names be also enrolled among the great and the good 
who have passed before you. 
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